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On June 28, 1948, the entire world was amazed by a document emanating 
from the Pracue neeting of the Cominvorm denouncing Tito and the whole lead- 
ership of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia as "creating a hateful policy in 
relation to the Soviet Union and to the All Union Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union (Bolshevis)." This cdocumant and the reply of the Yugoslavian 
CP vevesled the fact that the conflict had been going on underground for 
some months and that the June 28 blast was just the offitial declaration of 
a war that had been raging under cover of slience, 


This rebellion of Tito is one of the most significant events in the 
history of the Comintern. ‘here had been seeming revolts before, in practi- 
eally every country in which there was a Stalinist party, but all the previous 
ones had been artificially incueced internal convulsions for the purpose of 
centralising the powor of the masters of the Kremlin, This time it was the 
supporters of the Kremlin who were crushed. Wolcing in his hands the power 
not oitly of the party, but of the State as well, Tito was able to crush any 
potential threat to his rule. Formerly the process within the Comintern had 
been that the liquidation of every "revolt" ° 
a had resulted in burocratic centralism being further strengthened, 
Now a new feature made its appearance cenoting a process of burocratic derengra- 
lism. he significance of this can only be scen in a recital anc analysis of 
the facts. 


On larch 20, 19:8, the Russian Stalinist Central Com ittee addressed 4 
letter to the Parties of the Cominform with the significant exception of the 
Yugoslav Party which anticipated the attack of June 28. Subsequently the 
charges were repeated by similar letters from all the Parties except the Atalian 
and French, It 1s obvious that prior to these letters the Russian Stalinists 
must have already failed in their cndeavors to control the Tito Party by covert 
means, This is borne out by the subsequent charge that Tito had not only "dis- 
erecited Soviet specialists" anc had them shacioved but that the same fate had 
happened to "Comrace Jucin" revresentative of the Cominform in Belgrade, Still 
more Tito had taken a leaf from the Moscow purges and had purgec from the 
Party anc the State Zuyovitch and Hebraeng, stooges of Stalin, anc was about to 
purse them from life itsolf, 


Facec wath revolt for the first time by an opnosition having state power 
jn its hands, anc for that very reason unable to stifle it, nay more, finding 
its owm forees being stifled and liquidated, the Russian Stalinist burocracy 
was forced to come oub into the open, which it cic on June 28 After the necese 
sary preparations, the Cojinform was convanec anc a terrific blast launched at 
the Titoists. Stripping this cocuncnt of its "cover" phrases the charges amount 
to accusations of nationalism, burocratism, anc. capitulation to capitalism. 

Tito and Kardelji, formerly lauded to the skics as "great leaders of the pro- 
Lotariat,""bearors of the Larxist-Leninist tracitions" now become revisors of 
(iarxism seeking to lead Yugoslavia back to a kulale stato, 


In its reply of June 29 the Tito Central Committee took particular pains 
to disassociate itsolf from capitalism, to ceclare its solidarity iitth the So-- 
viet Union and "all the deuocratic countries," cven to acknowledge the idcologi- 
cal. hegemony of the Russian Stalinists but to domancd that it be accorcod a right 
to independence within the framework of tho burocratic structure, 


This the Russian Stalinist Jeaccrs coulc not permit. The Cominform, 
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now ~ureed of the Tito cissenticnts came out with a lead editorial reprinted 
in tho July 11 "Sunday Vorser" which stated categorically that the Russian 
Stalinist leadership, organizationally and not only ideologically must be re- 
commized by all the "Communist Partics" throughout the world. 

The Titoists reply to this was to cut loose the most important moorings 
by summoning a Congress of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia which served as a 
‘buroeratic "Declaration of Independence." The building in which this congress 
was held was surrounded by antieaircraft battcricse 

At this Congress where Byzantine aculation of Tito was reminiscent of 
the similer sickening Russian sycophancy to Stalin an« the runmification of Lenin, 
nationolism of the Yugoslav veriety took a further stop on July 23 by daemancing 
that the vro-Russiien covernmont of Bulgaria grant autonomy to the laccconiais of 
Pirin, a smell section of the land that remains within Bulgaria. 


The last fact of importance to date is thet at the Danubian conference 
boins held in Belgrede tho Russian and the Yugoslav burocrats “marched separately 
and. struck togothor" against the imporialist powers on the issues of the control 


Of thse nubo,ancdcot al Leste. 


Wo have now. arrived at the point where it is neccssary.to break cotm- 
attern end sec what kind of 


the separate facts, arrange thom into an orderly patte 
a picture they present. i.any yoors ago wo of the JLAP began to investigate 
the system which issucd out of the October revolution. Gracually we not only 


came to the conelusion but wroved that from the very first cay of that revo- 
lution the Party burocracy had usurped to itself the political and economic 
fruits of the overthrow of the bourgeoisic. Je proved that this burocracy was 
animated solely by the desire to keep power. Jt had a dual task, to prevent 
military overthrow by immcrialism and, still. more important, to prevent an 
upsurge anywhere that woul« lead to its overthrow by the world proloctariate 
The latter it accomplishes by harnessing the rising masscosto its countcr revo- 
lutionary Comintern by the systom of viltra right and ultra icft zigzc-gs. 


With the Llounching of the imperialist attack on the Soviet Union every 
effort wes bent by the Stalinists to vrevent thoir military overthrow. In these 
efforts tremendous concessions wore made to nationalism which became the thome 
everywhere within the Comintern, ith the failure of the Nazi imperialist 
spearhead at Stalingrad world imperialism changed its policy and sect the stage 
for the present war situation by its policy of "appoasomont" designed to make 
Stalin look like a nov Hitler. As on integral part of this policy Yugoslavia 
was turned over to Stalin's then tool, Tito, while idkhailovitch, the agent of 
the Yugoslavian bourgeoisie, was sold doim tho river by the AngloeAmcrican in-= 
NOVLSIUS TBs 


A most peculiar phenomenon resulted, Tho imperialists sacrificec the 
property ol th2 Yugoslav urban and rural bourgeoisic and assisted in the ercation 
ol o burocraticenation list workers state. But Tito, desirous of usurping tye 
Pay te; . Ciel RIOTS x ants : > 5 . “4 + 
fruits of the pourgcois expropriation for his Durocracy rather than the Russian, 
Imowing full well thot the next step in the ordinary dovolonmont of Russian 
Ourocratic centralism vould be not only the loss of his power but of his ek tery 
took advontage of tho situation to cstrblish a national-burocratic reeimo of 
Nae ne ate mee , a ee bed py ste} A A Ae r 2 ie 
ALG iM, using the some nethods of burocratic suppression, terror, end liquidation 
that he had Jearnec from Stalin, but this time agzinst the Russian burocratie 

* . * ee Fs stad TH . ae 
forees themselves But Yugoslavia can not ronzin suspended in mid air. By the 
very nature of ibs property systom it can not alien with the imporialists, Tito 

fat oe yan ay ie) we + 4 > 4 Cpe 3 x 2 iy 
is therefore foreed to attempt to secolerste tho cdecontralizing forees within 
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the burocratice structure, to weaken the Stalin forces in the satellite countrics, 
to set wp a whole idcological and organisational structure of "socialism in 
several counctrics", at the same time clinging to the Russian burocracy in a mi~ 
litaryepolitical sonse. 


The’ crack in the Stalinist structure in the case of Yugoslavia is the 
first cut by no means will it be the last. This is shown by the desperate ate 
titude of the Russian burocracy. The first task of the prolotarian vanguard is 
to stucy ond cigest the lessons of the whole phenomenon, But very probably lite 
tle time is left for stucy alone, Tho Tito rebellion presents two very important 
practical dangers, The first is the illusion that there is anything of subjcc- 
tive voluc to the world proletariat in the national-burocratic rebellion, It 
must be burned into the consciousness of tho proletarian vanguard that Tito ree 
presocnts the same system of oppression and oxploitation as Stalin. Socialism 
can only be achieved on a global scale and only on the basis of world wore 
kors! democracy. The second denger is any slightest capitualtion to the idea 
that the Russian burocrats represent in this situation "internationalism" as 
against national burocratism, The fight between lioscow and Belgrade is a naked 
brutal struggle for power between tio usurping buroeracics equally opposcd te 
Socialism, cquolly counter-revolutionary, Particularly must the Trotskyite wor- 
kers bresk from their leadership, ccase overt and covert support to burocratism 
in the Moscow or Belgrrde camp and ereate with us now the cadres of a real Vor- 
kers “Yorld Party thht will march on to the destruction of capitalism and of every 
counter-rovolutionary national burocratic workers state, If this is donc the 
Tito-Stalin split, tremendously werkening the whole burocratic structure objec= 
tively, will be of immeasurable assistance to the world pralvtarint. 


Thomas F, Harden 
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THE CANNON TROTSKYITES 


Every major histori.col event pubs into sharp relicf the character of every 
political tendency opcrating in modern saciotys One such cvcent is the Tito= 
Stalin split, and it helps to illustrate onee again the politicsl essence of the 
Trotsky movement, 


In their first reaction to the wide crack in the Stalinist burocratic 
structure, the Cannon Trotskyites reflected: "Tito"s greatest crime apparently 
lies in aping Stalin a little too closely." (The Iilitont, July 5, 1915) 


This is reasonably close te fact, Encouraged by his spectacular military 
achievements anc factionak successes in his ow Yugoslavia, Tito, an ambitious 
political adventurer, resolyed to strike out on his ovm and model his dictctor- 
ship an the Kremlin pattern, The Cannon leaders fully recognize the personal 
eharacter of the Tito regiincs 


"Like his mater in the Kremlin, Tito has prepared himsclf against any un- 
pleasant ‘surprises’ by a preventive purge of his governnent and party, removing 
in advance all those whose personal loyalty to him was doubtful," (Ibid,) 


It is obvious that the organizational scparation of Tito from Stalin and 
the resultant enhancement of Tito's dictatorial powcr over Yugoslavia did not 
change one iota the politiesl Stalinist nature of his regime nor did it open the 
avenue to literation for the Yugoslav masses, If anything the devclopnent at this 
moment is in the direction of intonsification of Great Serbian nationalism and 


ape 


the tightening of the grip of the Tito gang over the masscSe 


e ee: . ° 2 q ee J 2 - 
At first the Cannon Trotskyites, it appesred, were inclinec eee ed 
4 (ahi) nea) 5) 7 
« But soon the smokesereen of correet~souncing phrases was liftcd and the 
Trotskyist policy of deception wes put rorwards 
"The people of Yugoslovia are now in a position where they can strike out 
on tho road of socialism." (The lilitant, July 12, 198) 


What did the Gannon leaders seck to accomplish with this fraud? Their 
aim, obviously, was to obscure the fact that tocayy as before tho Lasgo 
break, the Yugoslav masses are seddled with a section of the counter-revolution~ 
ory Stalinist burocracy which now, just as before, holds them fron striking out 
on tho rose to Sociriism. Nor is it difficult to sco the purpose bebind this 
picce of politics] deceit. It was introduced to pave the way for a, Linosor ls" cri- 
tical" support to Tito end thus give the impression to the Trotsky workers tnot E 
they wore fivhting Stalinism. A lucid expression of this Line was soon to follows 


Tho Trotsky leadership addressed a letter to the Tito Stalinists in which de- 
coption and hypocrisy wore made to sorve the desired ondss 


"Koop up your fight! Doenen the significance of your struggle with iioscow 
end its intcernetional mechine! Do not yicld to impericlist pressures! Es- 
tablish a regime of gonvuine workers! democracy in your party and in your 
country! Thereby you will contribute imnaenscly tq the rebirth of the in- 
tornetional workers movonont.'" (International Secrétariat of The Fourth 
International, The Milivent, vuly 26, ols) 


This lotter contains only one sincerely-nmecant word, the word "Comrades*, 
for, ihdecd, the TrotSky leacers and the Stalinist busocrats: are poli t¥cal ~con- 
rades, 


That the Trotsky leadorship is part of the Stalinist fratcrnity we have 
lonz established through original docuremtary sources, The roots of this poe 
litical affinity are buricd in tho origin of Stalin's nower ond set dorm in the 
suthentic historical records, ieny months before the birth of the Trotsky Op- 
position Lenin had laid down the line of removing Stalin from power. Trotsky 
was fully appraised of this, as he himself testifics in My Life: "Lenin was now 
preparing not only to remove Stalin from his post of gcnorslT secretary, but to 
cisqucslify him before the party as well," (p.l80). Accorcing to Trotsiy, the 
execution block of Stolin's carecr was to be the Twelfth Congress of tho Russian 
Communist Party scheculed in the Spring of 1923, Trotsky, on the other hand, 
pursucd_ an opvosite line whieh he revealed in his talk ith Kanonov, Trotsky 
said: "I am against removing Stalin..." (p. 486) - And indeed at the Twefth Con- 
cross Trotsky anc Stekin stood united on all questions. The speeches of both mark 
corplete solidarity in tho face of Lenin's Tine ishich Comanded the renwal of 
stalin, Only . month before, Trotsky testifies, Lenin hat broken 11 conradecly 
relotions with Stalin. This was Inown to Trotsky on the sene Cay the break oc- 
curred. (np. 485) Yot at the Twelfth Congress Trotsky and Stalin tere conradys, 
not only organizationally but above all, politically. This is borne out by the 
minutos of the Congress, by the official Soviot press and by Trots'y's ovm wris 
tings, The recoris stand, and no cnount of silonee or of lying can erase then. 


Awerc of the fact that the knowlodgo of Trotsky's true role in the Stelin- 
ist covelopment is still an unknown chapter to the proletariat, the Trotsky lead- 
ors write tocaay with sclf-assurance: ; 


; eerie Ride wee Ks Seem aee ; » an =? ‘ 

‘It is incuribent, cspecially for the followors of the otalinist partics, now 
5 < pay) + ay e 4. 4 vi * E a: 5) 2 ». : = 

to rovlew anu reconsiccr the whole strugele between Trotskyish and Stalinism 

in the light of the Yugoslav events," (The idlitant, July 19, 1948) 


The Gannon leaders know thet to discover the truth about Trotsky and Stalin 
one must yore throuch a thousanc. documents, an exertion they co not expect fron 
the followers of Stalin, nopeirom their OrMe Mothold that it-is izmperative for 
all vaneuard workers to study the gonosis of Stalin's power ond Trotsky's role 
ant. commnre the Trots**y opposition with the Tito rebellion. 


LAeaeLs oor? tao Trobtely Opposition? At the Tuclfth Con- 
een uneninitv mem hee bonroentStalin ana Trotsky, 9 Ai=. 


ter the Congross Salar tae HIS bAorn, aumoview ode lemoncv, Lounchedea secrey 
camaten te undcraine Trobe who stood above them in pes ol se, vopularity ane 
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Pe aos a Stone) cok ss Wiosctar Costs oneot.) Crew tem conclusion snnvcl rots ky 
was Pondering the Opposvuton x ciploume1re svoport. Ta a vest of strength in the 
Party, mold ef bac monbdishio. -nioris7 260,000 siaed with tho Gesosition,, thorefore, 


Oy the einorea: un orscanding with Iots-cy. 


Did Trovusiy ubitise this immense support to open a drivo avcinst Stalin? 
Did he revenl to th: wrkore thy Loma tine which eellod fer the ronoval of Stalin? 
Did hemmokene ilabovent “oravcine the arta che colin onck his? pertneuns (concocted 
against him mersonsily? No, fyovelgy nintcino’ BoE silence regarding 11 
these Virol pod wusees Ancain! aypude c mle homveLon ho told the workers that his si- 
Pence Wiss cernce. Mand! iar rchm invercetS ort nes P22 uve G roves, D&C a elO, 192389 3 
Hes thus. Jers Gupportorss«.s sme ns ae al le ne rep or’ hart at Stalin's iIOPCYe 
ouch Westone tenorimious birth anc infeocy ‘of tho Trotslar moverant. 


tei Ganor fieurs copparcdiayith Prousky. For nvny yoars he tas) just 
another Browcer, ruling the Yucosiay scction of tho Corinterr by the sanction of 
Stitt.) .likiohe mi otceGi os Wer ito; rose is mul lisory leader and asmthosNagis sand 
tien eeoslOn COUT esi wCro romovecerrern ocr, Tito ncquizad Soncrol soi une 
country. ahoring become the ruler af a: Sects, Tito grow incopendont=ninded, ~ Un- 
like Trotsky, he omgenized his at forces for 1 xcoollion against stalin's don= 
Tro ulOle a ore, O Duthoat. He srieshod Svan? os feeti oa im Y ios tleric: 
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Whereas Trotsky, «tho was the idol of the Red Army masses, resigned his post 
aS Gio neck. OL ole The * arnod fercossor who Uso 7. SNS RUS Pemcog over stare in 
the-strenzost instrucent of oubhority (Prevea, Jer, 70; 1920), Tito based hinsclf 
on this -ansicy “nto scours independ nes OTP Svs.in. card wheh. V2to at) thePYugo= 
slav-romay Congress. fivmnye bas cha.) ones: tor wishin oe heisunroundec the 
building with anti-aircraft puns wan a warning uc otaLin. 


Whereas Trousiy iseuec his abjocs Dovtavotion of Ostobver 16, 1926 in vhich 
he confessed "crrors® and obligated hinsolf? t- apace cy Ac deol sions OL PO canes 
Central Committee, Titc cous ot eo Cow OM NS knOnG=anG. Tocsnts ont royce 
fienee in tho face of Cvalin's Central Cormutsec., Yrovrhy's posscy was peacce 

nating and roconeilir woion." (Eo ToCt LOrsures Ovi. o2o0 Jou der 25. To nOC sprue le 
if Stalin attompts to cross the! boun’ary offYuvosinvia, whore Dootskysanintained 
silence, Tito speaks. Hoyreners Stalin's assarlv ath the cotlaration thet the 
"charges nut forth by the Central Committce of the a2 -Lelarion Cornmist Party (Bol- 
shovi ks) ¢ erounced on slanders, fabriorti> Sao (The Noi York Tires, Juno 30, 19):8) 

Trotsky, vhon he was still a nombor of the poole ToL=touro, nofber of tho Coe 
mincern Executive and Commissar of War never usod such an open, cefiant leneuare 
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in the face of the "thooretical" frame up cooked up by Stalin s Sonne Neis 
mittee. He shiolded Stalin ogainst exposure anc, after having cane ert 
to conceal Lenin's Testament, he licd publicly that Lenin left no Testvane 
(Tretsky'!s Stetemnt on “astman, 1925). 


Today the Trotsky leaders peddle the story that Trotsky fought Stalin 
Like a lion and only due to the acverse objective conditions he went down in 
heroic defeat. Howover, when Trotsky just arrived in his teri sheet; in 
1929, he wrote that ho had done his utmost to avoid a struggle and that bee pk 
deliberately chose defeat (Six Articles for tho Bourgeois Press )e About, 2 
no one can say, least of all Tito himself, that he avoids 2 struggle gnc souks 
lofeat. Tito does notissuec capitulatory cocuments like the October 165.4902 
Declaration of the Opposition, or the crinsing statenent of Decernber 3, 1927, 
begging for reacmission into Stalin's organization, 


Tito robolled and snapned the ties with the Cominform. He oes not 
Label. his party a section of the Cominform. The Trotsky leaders, on the other 
hand, for many yeors called their movonent a fraction of the Comintern, long 
after the Comintorn had cisrupted the revolutionary situation in Germany in 
1923, destroyed the Chinese Revolution of 1925-27, betrayed the British workers 
in 1926, and for a while oven ofter the Comintern brought Hitler to power in 


19336 


While Tito's split with Stalin is clearcut, anc irreparable, yet undcr- 
neath the break Tito end Stalin are united nolitically because they are inex 
tricably enmeshed in the same political system, The Bolgrade gang is ticd to- 
the Loscow gang with a thousanc unbreakable criminal threads. Both against 
the proletariat and against the militery threat of the bourgeosisic, Tito and 
Stalin must. stand shoulder to shoulecr, This basic fact has boon coneretely 
demonstrated in the TitStalin unity on the Danubian issuc. The bourgeois 
ebservers marked, this fact: 


"Their behavior at the Danube Conference is pretty convincing ovidence 
that Russia and Yugoslavia stend firmly togother in their relations with 
the Western World," (The New York Tincs, August 9, 198). 


The funcamental truth about tho internal convulsions of the Stalinist 
system is that no matter how wide the personal anc organizational brcak anong 
its parts, no matter how savoge is the NKVD's persecution of the Trotskyites, 
Zinovievites, Bukharinitcs in Russia and how base and slandorous are recrinine 
ations ana abuse passing betioen the Tito and the Stalin bandits, no matter 
how strong is Cannon's language in referring to Stalinism as the Syphilis of 
the labor movement, politically they are 211 of the same ossence, It is pere 
fectly in line with this fact that Cannonts Soci-list Vlorkors Party leacers 
acress Tito anc his counter-rovoluti nary cane as" conrades }' > ance aero 
accident that in the letter to the American ‘Stclin burocrats, who had a hand 
behind the GPU assassination of Trotsky, the Cannon crow calls thon "conrades," 
indeed, they are comratcs cll. 


‘THE SHACHTMAN TROTS “YITIS 


In a slashing criticism of Cannon's conradely iessago to Tito, the 
aagcope o ‘a nt? Rall + a } : |. 
leaders of the Shachtman Workers Party evaluate the policy of the Cannon org~ 
anizgation with these words: 


"The political linc of Cannonism is that of 2 ‘Loft! critical appendage 
of Stalinism, a 'domocratic! wing of Stalinisn, so to speak," : 
(Labor Action, Ausust 16, 1918) 


aT 


This is a fairly accurate apyroisal of the Cannon po’ Titics, However, 
the Shachtman leaders loave severel things unerplainec and one vital matter not 
only contsciecn aut ae Moe cistorted, 6 1b. is well known. that the masses ,of 
the Comintern as well as the workers who follow Cannon, belicve thet Cannon's 
political tins is sharply antagonistic to Stalinism. By dint of what magic 
Coos Cannon succeed in appencing his orgonization politically to the talinist 
systom without being suspected by his follovor rsj 


It requires no special koonness of insight to observe that Cannon 
employs an old trick used by opportunists for genera ‘tions. A ficrce verbal 
blast is Leveled agsinst capitalism anc. under the cover of this blast the 
are followers aro linod up in supyort of some vosition or somebody that 

efends and perpetuates cepitalism. The verbal appearance Le-ves a lasting 
See sssion on the minc., whilo the conercte monontary acts of the real policy 
Joaves only a Plestine recollection if at all, 


In the Tito case the Cannon mncuver is simplified by the fact that on 

the surface Tito apnecars to have broken not only with the Kromlin victator 
and his satellite stoores in all countries, but clso .dth the Stalinist politics. 
Since the spirit of antagonism in the mind of Canon's followrs is directed 

against Stalin nore than against Stalin's henchiacn, Cannon induces his follow 
ers to give Tito critical support in his fight with Stalin, Once this is 
accomlishec they, «athout realizing it, are attachec to Stalinism because 
Tito's nolitics is Stalinism. Anc Tito is only one of the Stalinist connecting 
links to which Cannon fastens his followers. 


lore often.Cannon ties his followers to burocrats om politicians who, 
mlike Zito, naintain ciroct or incirect organizational connections with Stalin. 
The political path of Trots oth is strovm with such casos as support to oute 
and=out ~talin clectoral cancicates liko Bon Davis. 


The pretexts for support vary. A vote for Ben Davis, for oxample, is 
interpreted to mean an oxpression of upholding the cause of the ilegro race; a 
vote for some white Stalinist tends to brea’: the workers from the traditional: 
capitalist parties. 


The Cannon leaders keep a sharp eye for any and every occasion to tie their 
followers to the Stalinist system, If the Tito case is good for this purpose, 
the Foster-Dennis case is no less convenient. The Trotsky workers are made to 
overlook the fact that the Foster bandits are in direct service of Stalinism not 
only politically but also organizationally and that it is they who are largely 
responsible for the political strength of Wall Street imperialism, The Cannon 
leaderc write to the Foster "comrades" proposing a united front against capital- 
ist reaction which is promoted by the policies of these very Foster "comrades," 
If the united front is established and in the past it was frequently established 
it will be conducted, as always, on the policy of Stalin, 


The Shachtman leaders avoid explaining the fundamental Trotsky method of 
attaching the vanguard workers to the Stalinist system, the method of "transe 
mission belts" whore by a number of wheels in a machine turn in the opposite di- 
rection from the main whecl, with all serving as parts of the same mechanical 
device for the samc purpose. The reason for this Shachtmanite omission is simple. 
They themselves employ this method. Just as the Foster burocrats denounce Amcri- 
can capitalism while in reality diverting the workers from abolishing it by ate 
taching then to Jallace and by other means, and just as the Cannon burocrats rave 
against Stalin while in reality ticing the workers to his politics, the Shacht~ 
manites vociferate against lloscow and Washington but in political deeds chain 
their followers to both. However, the weight of Shachtmanite: support to these 
two centers of world reaction is unevenly distributed, tending more and more 
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in the direction of American imperialism, 


How does Shachtman verform this nolitical ac ‘ion despite tha See 
subjective desires and sentinent of his followers? Ac omploys ERO 9008 iain a 
of "transmission belts." On the one hand he proves, though on a es Sere Pen 
that the Cannon organization carries on Stalinist politics, is a Loft Gees ae 
to Stalinism, on the other hand he advises his followers anc other peas 
give support to Farroll Dobbs, Yannon's andidate in the forthcoming Aner 
elections and the author of tho letter to the Foster "comrades", Be it row 
mombered that the Shachtman leaders establish the Stalinist nature of Cannon s 
politics anc use such facts as Cannon's "transmission bolt" Suppor y to Litoes. 
le ostablish Shachtman's supnort to Stalinism on the basis of his "transmission 
belt" supnort to Dobbs, 


We have said that Shachtman links his followers not only with meacen 
but oven more so with Washingtone . In the latter task ho makes use of the 
tbransmission bolt" Norman Thomas, candidate of the American Socialist Party 
and a staunch supnorter of tho American capitalist class. Shachtman suggesvs 
to the workers to vote for Thomas if they prefer him to Dobbs. Shachtman_ 
secs to be indiffsrent as to the workers! choice, what he is concerned with, 
he says, is a "Socialist protest} vote ~ a "nov#! old fake to hook the workers. 
But the recent systematic anti-Cannon outbursts in Labor Action and the 
relativoly brief statoment, rogarding the pro~capitalist policics of Norman 
Thomas indicate that Shachtman s preference is the transmission belt connection 
with Washington not with Moscew. And to add a little more iiecight to V/ashing~ 
ton, Shachtman offers the workers a third choicc, Teichert, the candidate of 
another limb of the Social Democracy, the Socialist Labor Party. 


We have stated that Shachtman conecaled and distortcd very vital facts. 
He hides from the workers the fact that the Cannon group, in the leadership 
of which he had shared for over fifteen years, has not undergone a "rapid — 
degeneration toward a ‘left! critical ap cndage of the Stalinists" (Labor 
Action, August 16, 1948), but has always been a Stalinist group. About the 
political nasure of the Cannon group before its expulsion from the Communist 
Party, Shachtman wrote in 1932: "The Cannon group stood upon the platform of 
international Stalinism, sometimes a littic to the Right of it and sometimes a 
little to the Left of ite" (The Situation in the American Opposition: Prospect 
and Retrospect ~ liax Shachtman, Albort Glotzcr and “artin Abern), 


Upon its expulsion from the Stalinist organizatiam the Camon croup 
assumed the role of o faction of the Comintern and described the Stalin Party 
ruled by Browder and Foster as “our Party." After the Trotsky leaders declared 
for a completcly independent Fourth International and concretized this thesis 
by abandoning their orgairizational indepondence through the entry into the 
Second International, thoy continucd boing an appendage of Stalinism Through 
the American Socialist Party,the Browder-led North American Vommittec of Aid 
to Spanish Democracy, they gave suprort to Dimitrov's thosis of "Domocra 
versus Fascism" thus aiding Stalin to betray the Spanish revolution, and they 
came out for a StalineSocial Democratic governnent in France, In this pro= 
Stalinist politics Shachtwan fully participated, ss 


in 
When by compulsion the trotsky movement once more assumed a senarate 
organizational existence, it reverted to tho previous tactic of "transmission 
belt" support to Stalinism and also to the bourgeoisie. This is one of the 
basic facts conecaled by the Shachtman leaders, 
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The Tito rebellion provides a good many lessons to the ~orkeors t 
clearly demonstrates that political unity is not synonymous vith bee = 


Dm 


affiliction, or, in differcent words, organizational or personal split does not 
moan a political soparotione As Trotsky quite frankly admittod at the Dewey 
hearings in Mexico during the Moscow Trials: "You ask if I am ready to col-~ 
laborate with Stalin and his closest collaborators? I have never repudiated 
such collaboration, and now, before the serious difficultics within and without 
the country, I am less disposed than evor to repudiate ite 


"Podlities knows. no) parsensal resentment nor the. spirit,of revenge.'! 
(The Case of a Trots! KY 5 Pe 171) 


The split betweon Stalin and Trotsky, between Stalin and Bukharin, bee 
3 ot : v9 * * 2 
bwoon Stein and Tito aro splits within one and the same political systom 
mm Pp G 
Tac Stalinist system owes its endurance to the Trotsky movement whose function 
has boon to corral the most advanced anti-Stclin minded workers and keep them 
chained within the Stelinist orbit, 


A rooricntation of the vanguard workers toward revolutionary politics 
cannot be checked indefinitely. Tho transmission bolt method of Cannon, Shacht- 
man and others will wear thing Tho nolitical comancipation of the vanguard will 
simulteancously signify the end of the Stalinist system and the beginning of the 
great Socialist revolutione 
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Mo veloblen of how to seve bwanity by preventing the oncoming war, oP, 
1£ this war srould breck out, by stopping it at the earliest possible moment, 
rocolves itself into three broad questions. One, how did this situation cone 
aout? ithout a correct ancvor to this first question, the war developnent 
can not bo fourht. Te pombet an cffect, one must know its cmsce TMs what 
are the verspectives in case of war? Three, what con the proletarian vane 
muacd do about 1b? 

oh oF the contending parties in the impeading conflict endeavors ive) 
olace tho blenic woon the other. Day in, day out, the immerialists shout that 
Racols Le wovolring the conflict by its agercsssion and policy of expansion. 
Ths Staliniets, on the other hand, claim that they are mercly taking dcfon= 
sive honsuros Arai nst the “reactionary waruoncers" who-arc allorodly eronbing 
the war situation. 


Just how did Stalin come into possession of a vast chain of territorics 
in Burope and Asia, acquired in 1943-5? An objective examination of this 
fundsrcntal cuestion will provide not only oan answer to the question of .how 
the present situation canc about butsiill also dolinitcly fix the question 

of whether the imperialists or the Stalinists or both are responsible for the 
oncoming “ar. From tho vact sanount of mnavorial at hand we select two typical 
omenples; Volend and Wivos lana, 


POLANL 

A. groat deal of Licht is thrown on the Polish situation by a rocent book 
"I Saw Poland Betrayed" by Arthur Bliss Lone, American aabassador to Poland 
in 19h5 to 19h7. In the foreword to his book ho statos: 


WTassdiatoly following the olection of Januery 19, ABS) Tag et Poloend, «t 
detormined to resien tty nosition as American osabassador, ily mission-- 
te iisure that ‘frec ond unfettered" aloctions’ should be hold—— had 
boen 0 teilure, To romain in Warsaw would be interpreted as tacit ac- 
quiescence in the fraudulent mothods omployed in the clections, 
rt 
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furtnernore, J fclt strongly thet the facts wich had brourht about the 

em apres ky eee Oy ; Ce PAD Ci i ~ ay" b) : Ve a 3 . 
tragedy of the Polish situation should be placed publicly on record, This 
could not bo done 
ee facts would indicste not only the intellectual dis- 
honesty of tho soviet end Polish eovarnnaents, but also the gricovous crrors 
april ny we i hes, i BAe Fs) “ ’ woe . “) 2 3 ; 

hich our owa eovernmnont had inde in follovins a policy of appeasenont in 
its dealings with Stalin, ity resimnation was accoptcd, to take effect on 
wiarch 31, 1917, with the understanding of Prosident Trunan anc. of the 
: me Boe pti ye dart p ; i 

acting secretary of state (Dean Acheson) that I would tell the story as 
I hadsscen it," 


accordine to Lane "the British and Ancrican appeasunent of Stalin had 
begun at Tehoran." (Pace 54), Churchill attomtod to have Pronior Ldkolajeayk 
ond Yoroien Minister Romer avroe to tho folllowine five points on Janua 22, 
19h, shortly aftcr his return to London fron Tohoran: . ae 


(prolonged through Eastern Galicia) as a basis for nocotiats 
avi. ¢ a ek” . a7 a8 a basis for nesotiations y¥, the 
Soviet Governnent, a ae 3 With the 


iT Un) En a a) Ay . ir ms te , 
1. the Polish Governsont to ogree to aceupt the so-called Curzon line 


é. The final scttlonent of tha Eystern frontior to be linked with the 
grant to Poland of Bast Prussia, Danzig and Upper Silesia to the Odor River, 


36 #11 Poles loft on the Sovict side of Poland's Eastorn fronticr would be 
@ivon the rieht to return to Poland, 


k, ALL tho Geran population within Poland's now boundaries to be removed 
from Poland, 


5e The solutions as cnunerated above would reccive the approval and guaran- 
aw Poland Betrayed, pages 
55-56; Defcat In Victory, by Jan Cicchanowski, page 269. lly Emphasis-TFH) 


Lane makes the ébvious and correct connent on this on page 56, as follows: 


"As Point No. 5 obligated the three nations which had just participated in 
the Tohran conference to guarantee the first four points, it is clear that 
Churchill would not have committed the United States and the USSR to a 
course which did not previously have thoir approval. And, as these points 
were later publicly agirced on at the Yaita and Potsdan conferences by the 
United States of Mmorica, the United Kingdon, and tho ; s logical 

to conclude that the franework had been constructed at Tehran for the final 


disposition of the qucstion of Polish fronticrs,” (ly cmphasis, TFH 


Nor does the evidence end there. We have secon that on January 22, 19hh, 
Churchill had showed tho representatives of the Polish Governnent in London 
that tho Big Three had agreed on the boundaries of Poland. In October 19h, 
at lioscow, Llolotov bluntly informed likolajezyk, in the presence of Churchill, 
Eden, and the Ancrican representative Harrinan, that the Big Three had nade 
thet agreement ond chalkengecd the three listeners to dany it, They renained 
Silent, 


From tho foregoing it can be scen that as carly as Novenbor-Decenber 
1943, Roosevelt and Churchill, at Tchran, agreed that’70,000 square miles of 
Eastern Foland would go to Stalin, Was thcre anything in the’military situation 
at that time which would have compelled the imperialists to mako this cnernous 
concession to Stalin? In Novenber=Deconber 1943, the German arnics were still 
deep in Russia, the Polish underground army was under the control of fortes 
favorable to Great Brityyjin and the Unitcd Statcs and opposed to Stalin. liani- 
festly, to put the imperialist-Stalin agrecenent on Poland into effect, it was 
necessary to bring the Polish capitalist leaders into linc and to break down 
tho resistance that would bo forthcoming from the well-organized Polish undcre 
ground, 


Having been given the zoeahcad signal at Tchran, Stalin began to make 
reparations to establish a stooge governnent in Polandy On July 29, 1944 at 
8,15 P.li., radio tloscow broadcast a message in Polish: 


"Poles, the tinc of liberation is at handJ Polcs, to arms] liake evory Po= 
lish hone a stronghold in the fight against the invader! There is not a 
monent to lose," 


This purportéd to be signed by Molotov and Osobka-liorawski of the Lioscow 
controlled "Conmittce of National Liberation." The Stalin Governnont nover 
officially admitted responsibility for this call to arms, but sincoc it was 
broadcast over the lioscow radio, there ezn be no doubt as to its authenticity 
or a$ to its having been authorized by Stalin, 


eds 
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On the next day, July 30, a siniler radio appeal was broadcast from Se 

put this tinc addressed specitically to the inhabitants of Worsaw, urging - 
to assist the approaching «acd army to cross tho Vistula, ond entcr Warsawe | mt 
that tioc the Red Army wes at Praga, a suburb of Warsaw, just across the iaree 
ule from the city proper; the sound of the Russian cannonacing was distinct an 
continuous cnd Russian plenes passed over the city from bases twonty minutes 
distant by cir. Only one German division wes holding Praga. In tho oyes of Shee 
the Polish masses, the focliny woes that the situation was ripe for an uprising 
aerinet tho Heris, Fron cll outward indientions, it appeared that the ond of 
the wer cibuation was imminent as in the west also, the Nasi power was sconing~ 
ly ermubline. Tho British, American arrics at this time were advancing rcepide- 
ly terovene rence. 


Acting on the enll to arne from iloscow, end on the advice of the British - 
Brordensting Company Generel Bor ordered the Insurréction TO SUerUr eval vO tots 
pore bs ue 

Tio insurrection achioved immediate success. During the first day Bor's 
army contured oll the important buildings in the contral section of the citys 
By the second dsy the underground or Home Arny, as it was crlled, held two- 
thivds of Warsaw, including thc wostern suburb of Wols tarough which any re-~ 
inforesriunts for the Nazis had to pass, On August third German planes started 
boubing Bor's noisitions in Warsew. Leamahile, Sovict planes which for ten days 
crevious had been attacking Germans in Warsaw alcost every night, ceased at- 
tacking ot all. No attemmt was made to-advance from Praga by the Russians; 
indeed, Stalin's army was ordurcd to withdraw from advanced positions leading 
to Varsawe 


iikolajeazyk had prcoviously beon assured by Stalin on August Ist that the 
Russian army would cntuer Warsaw on jusust Sixth. Howover, on August Fourth he 
was collod to loscow nd givon, an ultinatus that unless he inmmedictely cance to 
sono sort of agrconcnt with Stalin's Lublin Comraittce of National Liberstion, 
stalin would recognize that conmittce as the sols sovernment of Poland. iiko- 
lajeayk agrced and returned to London to place Stalin's concrete proposal be- 
fore the London Polish Govermunt. These proposals were that Stalin's Lublin 
Committee nust have 50% of the Cabinet posts, and that tho Curzon line wes to 
be the fronticr, 


iikolajezyk was assurcd that military aid would be given Bor'ts forecs. 
A11 this tine tho Russian arny was standing idle whild the Nagis threw overy 
foree they covld muster against the Warsaw insurrectionists. No assistance 
cane fron the Ancrican or British air forces, For sixty~three days the Foles 
fought on in Warsaw, during which tine there was one flight of two ploncs fron 
the ameriesns sna anothor flight of scvon planes from the Ancricans and British, 
Evan in thig casc, the bulk of the meager supplies dropned fell into the hands 
of tho Nazis... During tho whole’ time that ths Nazis ware systenatically butcher 
ing the inhabitants of Warsow there was actually collaboration among Hitler, 
Stalin, Churchill snd Roosovelt to allow Bor's forcas to be exterminated by the 
Nazi troops. ot tor the sleaghter of sbout 200,000 and the virtual raging of 
Warsaw, the rommoants of the Polish Hone Ary capitulated. 


With the intornal obstacle thus climinated, Stalin was free to move into 
Wersaw, which he did in Jonuary 19h5, 


Heving opened tho door to Stalin's ontry into Poland by the Tehran agreo~ 
mont, Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin mot at Yalta in Fob. 1945 and sot up 
a legal basis for Stalin's Polish stooges to take over the now governncnt of 
Poland, The inperialists spoke of a "now situation" boing created due to Stay 
lin's occupation of Polond, Of course, they hypocritically onittcd any nention 
of the fact that they thensulves had sot up this "now situation" by thoir 
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secret doal with Stalin at Tchoren: 
"i now situation has been created in Poland, as a result of hor complete 
liberation by tho Red Arey. This calls for the establishnent of a.Polish 
provisional government Which cen be nore broadly based than was possible 
before the recent liberation of wostern-Polond, Tho provisional govern- 
mont which is now functioning in Poland should therefore be roorganized 
on/& broader donocratic: basis vaith tho inclusion of democratic leaders fron 
Polond itself and from Poles abroad, This new zovernaicnt should then be 
called the Polish Provisional Governnont of National Unity. 
"Tie.tinkotov, tir. Harriman and Sir a. Clarke-Kerr are authorized as a con- 
uission to consult in the first instance in iloscow with nombers of the pre- 
sent Vrovision®l Governnont and with other Polish democratic leaders. fror 
“thin Poland, and from abroad, with «a view to the, reorganization of.the 
present fovernmiont along the above lines, This Polish Provisional Govern- 
nent of Noticnal Unity shell. be pledged to the holding of free and unfot- 
tered olections as soon as possible on the basis of universal suffrage 
aml seerct ballot, In these elections all donccratic-and anti-Nazi partics 
shall have the right to take part and put forward candidates," 


It will be woll to analyze this particular portion of the docunent 
since it is indicativo of a whole line on the part of the imperialists and 
the Stalinists, Jt will bo noted that Stalin got the green light from the 
inperialists to fo ahead with the fornation of a stooge governnent in Poland, 
On the other hand, it is significant thet Roosevelt and Churchill obtained 2 
plodee of "free and unfcticred olections," 


ptalin's domination of VYoland was achicoved not-as a result of mbli- 
tarv advances but duc to the policy of Roosevelt and Churchill fron 19h3 to 
195. Fron then on Stalin proceeded to nove in, shove aside the so-called - 
democratic politicians, such as liikolajczyk, and consolidate his own reginc, 
At the proper moment, Great Britain and the U.S.A. made use of the pledge of 
"froe and unfettered clections" as part of a campaign to blacken their erst- 
WoLic ciyans  tolburi dup aitceline that etelin is m now dagercssor, 


Is it possible that Churchill and Roosevelt wore misled into bee 
lieving that Stalin was honest and would kcep his word? Both Churchill and 
Roosevelt had scen Hitler and Stalin divide Poland in 1939 and had subscquont- 
Ly scon Stalin tako over Latvia, Lithuania and Esthonia in 190 aftor having 
vrorisod their independence, 


The nenipulation with Poland cxemplifios a certain imperialist stra- 
tory. -Give Stalin territory under the familiar pattern of "appeasement" but 
couple evory "sift" with a provision for "domocracy", "free and unfottered 
sloctions", otc. The imperialists rightly calculated that Stalin, being the 
opportunist he is, would "grab" the territory involved, that the very cssence 
ef tho Stalinist systen, burocratic suppression and control, would cause hin 
to disrogard the pledres for "deroeracy" and that Stalin would thus build hin- 
self up in the cycs of the masses of tho capitalist countrics as a new Hitlor, 
Then would cone the iccolosziceal justification of a new war to stop the now 
Hitlers. In addition, the imperialists, well knowing that Stalin would impose 
2 terror upon the given torritorics for the benefit of the Russian burocracy, 
counted on the fact that in tho conine war they would be able to roly now only 
on their own arned forces But upon internal opposition to Russia in the an- 
NoLod barr ELCs 


YUGOSLAV. 


When the Nazis occupicd Yugoslavia, likheilovitch was at first boosted 
¥ 
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the innoriclists of Great Britain and the UsS ele agp the groat Yugoslavian 
patriote In idoolocy likhailovitch was monarchist, Side ten ee IF 
canitalists After Stalingrad, if the purpose of tho imperialists had been 

to preserve as nuch territery as possible under the bourgeois form of eee: 
ny, iikhailovitch was their ideal instruent for Yugoslavine Already buil 

up in the popular imagination as a great horo, the savior of Yugoslavian na= 
tionel honor", his admitted "incidental" collaborations with the Nazis, +e 
nored at first, could have been continucd to be concealed or played dowm with 
Yuvoslaviz. and paractically the whole Balkans saved for capitalisne | But in- 
stead we witnessed the apparently amazing spectacle of the inpcrialist tocls 
Vkhailovitch, being sold down the river and ultimately handed over to Tito 
for oxdcution, Still nore "amazing" was the fantastic sight of the impceria~ 
lists building up Stalin's stoogey Tito, with propaganda, military advice and 
material aid, end cooperating with Stalin in building up a Moscow outpost in 
Yuyzoslavia, 


In June .19);3 it was announeed over the B,B,C. and in the British press 
that Great Britain was dividing its support betwoen Tito and ifikhailovitch. 
On July 22, 1943 the Nazis offered o reward of 100,000 gold marks cach for 
tho hends of Tito and Iikhatlovitch. The B.B.C. reported only the offer for 
Tito, to build up the latter as an anti-Nozi, By August-Scptember, 193, the 
BoBC, was miking it a definite policy to disrogard Mikhailovitch and to con- 
stantly boost Tito, By 194 it was daily pounding at Mikhallevitch as a 
traitor and Ascisecollaborator and praising Tito as the new national hero,” 


Almost immediately after the Teheran Confcronee ‘November-December, 193) 
the B,BeC. began to broadcast Partisan comminiques accusing Iiikhailovitch 
of collaborating with the Germans, 


In January, 194, liajor Randolph Churchill, Winston Churehill's son, 
wes sunt to Tito's headquarters, All during this time the great question 
for tho Yugoslav "resistance" was whetcher to go with tho Partisans (Tito) 
or the Chetniks (Mikhailovitch). Tho arrival of the son of Winston Churchill 
wns of immense psychological value. It was living proof of the switch- vim 
tually a personal emissary had come right from the British Prime Iinistcrs 


On April 15, 19h, an Anglo~Amorican mission was parachuted into Yugo- 
Slavia, According to David iartin in a well-documented book "Ally Betrayed" 
(p, 241) this mission told tho villagers that America and Britain wanted 
the Serbs to join the Tito forces, 


These are but a fow of tho cxamples Showing the deliberate design of 
tho imperialists to turn Yugoslavia and also the contigudus Albania over to 
Stalin, Gorman e¥actation of Albania took placo in the latter part of 19hh, 
raining prior entry of British units, that tountry was hahded ovor to Stalih's 
erces) 


The general formula of the Yalta doclaration promised the "liberated! 
European countrios "governmental authoritios broadly representative of the 
demoeratie olemonts of the population." Jn addition to this goncral decia- 
ration there was a specific declaration with ragard to Yugoslavia which 
stressed the implementing of agreoment between Tito and Subasitch of the 
London Yugoslav Government, at the carliost possible date, for the organi- 
zation of the govornment in Yugoslavia. 


In the case of Yugoslavia wo sec exactly the same lune as with a 
Stalin was given that country but had to syidae "domocracy", “tee he ue 
pose of this pledge was that whon it was broken as the imporialists know it 


enact second stage of incitoment to war against the "new Hitler" could 
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After Churchill and Roosevelt had agreed to Stalin's occupation of 
Various Vorritorics in urope and the Far East, o policy that is now called 
Nopreasunment", the attitude was changed to a "get tough with Russia" policy. 
Tiewweeriltets are sprcading the notion that Stolin is ona rampage, /pre- 
paring to seize the entire world. The events in Eastcrn Europe seem to lend 
substance to this claim. This would imply that there is a possibility of the 
Stalinist system superseding the capitalist system. This idea has also been 
penctrating into the ranks of many advanced workers in various forms. Is it 
truc that Str-lin is out to seize the entire world, or to destroy the capitalist 
cconomy? ‘The reesnt events in France and Italy are a clear indication that the 
Stalinist burocracy docs not pursue a policy of removing the capitalist systom 
in vital industrial countrics, 


FRANGE_AND ITALY 
As a result of the Russian victorics over the Nazis, the Communist Party 
of Fronce attained cnormous prestige, The greater mass of the French working 
Class, breaking subjectively from capitalism, flocked to the Stalinist organi- 
aation, scoing in it a firhter for Socialism, Theo labor unions came under the 
practically complete control of the Stulinists. The parliamentary cledctions 
gave 2 tromondous number of votes to the Stalinist candidates, Stalinist mini-~ 
sters sat cheek by jowl with the bourgcois ministers in the Fronch Cabinet, 


The French and international imperiolists could not permit a continuance 
of this situation. As the policy of "appeasement" gave way to the "get tough" 
policy and "cold war" policy, as the prelude to a shooting war, it became neces- 
Sary to line up France dofinitely on the imporialist side, The impericlists 
could not Launch an attack on the Sovict Union without taking care of the truly 
tremendous Stalinist movement in France. 


In iloy, 1947, the Stalinist ministers swro climinated from the French 
Gobinct, tho excuse boing the issuo of the wage freeze. Ab that very time © 
the French Stalinist party had skyrockcted to 2 membership of 1,000,000, Its 
vote had renched 7,000,000, It had complete control of tho C.G.T., the French 
labor union federation, with a-mombership of 6,000,000. It claimed the al- 
Topsercetofoone third of. tho Paris police forced and It-uis cefact-that members 
of the Paris police force spenly participated in the Stalinist parades and 
demonstreations, Even omong the French peasantry, noted for its conservatisn, 
Stalinism made heavy inroads, 


The three prerequisites for a revolutionary situation oxisted at that 
timee cven according to an outline cited by Stalin himself in his "Foundations 
of Leninism:” 1, The ruling class was no longer able to rule as beforc.” Pere 
mutation and combination succeeded cach cther in the French Cabinet, 2. There 
was amore than usual increase in the necds and misery of the masses, not only 
among the workers, but within tho urban end rurecl petty bourgcoisie as well. 
Inflation, high prices, and shortages of commodities added to the post V-E Day 
disillusionment with capitalism. 3, The masses were in motion and the docis- 
ive class, the urban working class, was flowing on masse to the €yP,. of France, 
conceiving it to be a revolutionary opponent of enpitalism., The whole situation 
was pregnant with civil war, with every chance of victory for the Stalinists, 


However, politically advanced workers are long since foniliar with the 
countcr-revolutionary nature of Stalinism, We are aware that the primary object 
of the whole Stalintorn is to prevent 2 roal, proletarian revolution anywhere, 
any timc. But it would appear plausible that tho Stclinists would _at lcast pour 
into the streets for the retention of the Stalinist ministcrs, The subsequent 
November-Docember strikes showed the possiblity of this. The Kromlin masters 

£ Thorez, Duelos and Co, were aivare that the "appeasement" stage in inter- 
national politics had passed. They and their French stooges knew porfectly 


was actually a pre-war Moves They knew 
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nosts in tao Cabinet and outdid all of ths so-called left partios in subservience 
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But dosnjito the obs2qulousness of ths Kremlin SLOORLS y the scarcity of 
food, the hich cont oe living, et¢, »rossed the masses into strug“le. In tho 
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bourgeois nariganengary scloctions, tho Krorlin ues foreed to eliow Italy to fai 
deceer nue the Wands or Tac irmeriswists ino} si 


: cit oe of a oro-war. situation. 

And this! desmite: ‘the fact or: rom dom the: cage 

of battle, thet the trinn 2 ny mean u She derimr tg 

age Oi Oe rete Cle COM. Om ON) on aporiolists on the eve of 
» bab atso denlt 2 tronondous blow to “ints oO. 5! 

DY AChos NeleSS ILS 


obolin wns cometh 


oe eee 
Fee web: 


i izerss 


£ i ton GEL ECE oe ee Coo a : RRs ae me ye “ ee 

i GUC LOG’ "to. weaken SAS talian: DOLNES ior isos 
oe NEL, Set os a a . = $f [thence Pa ’ 
ivcalica stoones by his reply on Tricstc, 


is the causa of Stalin's annarently incomprchonsible political 
sade galy?- Stalin ane ALLS honchaon understand that if the 
Forward ee he bourg2 such soy -countrios’ 2s-irence 
and 1oals, ould ct outs oF hand. - vely,; these key workers 
nob surscd Sabo es Str ini gt ranks moroly to survo- the’ Kremlin “interests yi but 
tent cht for pocwouLisne! A rolls tarLar iwrising would Aeve influcneed thc toi-- 

ling drudgds in tho Sovict Union who would havo snaken the foundations of the 
: fol ba Can ucliS us, OUCLIINSn Com make do“tsy aciee 


Seger cir. EG 
o 


sey nraks 
OUT LL eM COGS CeCADL LAL. combent POrevts 
AGLOMW Lor SUS 
VOLO oLOn Of 
“OMe MO Aininese yn ganigate. Tike “mot, 


Gi SUAS lee 6) @CwisAUIieoleyal 


a jee ea 
obalinisz 


ASG. end as 


TOMO Woe su: 
On, WALOK 


ed 


=~] Guo 


of the present division of the world into capitalist and Stalinist sectors. AL 
the present division of the world into two antagonistic economic 
uarantees continued ware 


‘heb-Ls the alternative of a total victory for capitalism? Would there 
bhen be a suaramsee or even a reosoneble prospect of peace? The answer 18 ObViOUS » 
Th is true that there would then be an climination of the fundamental economic 
political ontagonism of today, that of the notionalized property form in BS ne 
snd the form of property in the capitalist world, but in its place there vould 
jmmoediatcly arise the fight of the imperinlist powers among themselves for colonies 
and markets as in the deys before 1914. 411 this would be in a context of a devas~ 
tated world with a shorpening of the antagonism of the proletaric and peasant 
masses to the boursccisic. Even todcy the sntagonisms between the dmpericlist 
parers are not climinoted, They are temporarily subordinated to the necd of smash= 
ing 2 complotely alicn form of economy existing in the Soviet Union. However, even 
in this framevork the dominant expitelist country, tho U.S.A.,takes advantage of 
the economic and political weskness of its ollics, England and France, to goin 
economic advantages for its ovm bankers, menufacturers, merchants, cic, The ox 
tinetion of the Soviet Union would only serve to remove this subordination and 
once agein make the imperialist antaconisms the source of another cnd still more 
terrible wer. 

For the masses of the vorld cither imperialist or Stelinist military vic- 
tory moons not only enormous destruction of life and culture in the process of 
the war but preparations for now wers 


WHAT CAN THS “ORKERS DO? 


Confronted vith the horrible prospect of the current "cold wer" developing 
into a shooting war, tho question inovitebly criscs: What can the workers do? 
If both the impsrialists and Stxlinists have brought on the wor situation; if the 
military victory of cither the Stalinists or the imperirlists wouid mean only the 
continucd guarantee of nev and more horrible wars ,it is unquestionable that only 
the overthrow of both comps of war mongers can bring about permanent peace. What 
is to replace tho rule of the bourgooisic or the Stalinist burocracy? Only the 
planned and conscious cooperction of the whole human rece for production instead 
of dustruction, for intern-tional consciousness instead of nation lism, for pro- 
duction for use instead of wor, can savd not only the cultursl valucs but the lives 
of millions: of human beings. : 


Vhnot stands in the wey? Orgsnized and polarized politicsl forces sto-nding 
for one or snothor vested. intcrest} On the one hand, there are the political fore 
ces supporting e~italism; on the other, the political forees upholding the St-lin- 
ist burocracy. The provontion ofthe war, which is alwoys possible until the actual 
outbreak, or of stopping it once it starts, depends upon the politicr] cnalysis 
ond resultent actions of the organized nolitic rl forces, In this comioction, as 
is practicclly inocvitable in such situctions, » polsrigation is taking place omong 
ali the major politien: tendencies, On the sice of the impericlists is aligned 
the Pope, the Lendtords, th» openly bourgeois parties, the Social Democrats, omong 
others. On the Side of tho Strlinist burocrets, sre not only the St-linist partios 
but also their varicus camp follo.rs, 


The mosses of neople of Europe and Asia particularly, and of the whole 
world in gencral, sick of slaughtcr ond dsvastation since 191lluy are looking for 
A Woy oute But the vrngverd, the thinking, active section of the decisive soction 
of modern socicty, the working class, is in the hands of the onnortunists porticu» 
loriv tho Stclinists, It is the task of real revolutionists to reach theso vanguard 
masses, to orgenize them into « real Vorld Party for Rovolubionary Socinlism, 


ion 


a) 5 


against both-capitelism and Stalinism. 


The Yrotskyite vwerkers are an important section of the proletarian van- 
evard and want to break both with capitalism and Stalinisty but are hamstrung 
hwitusir leacersnip, As war.comes ever nearer, the process of polarization 
sharpens, Today the Cannon branch, of the Trot< levites is practically an open 


supporter of the Stalinists. Not only has it supoorted Stalinist candidates 
for efiice butt represented the Stalinist rape of the Grechos lovakian wor kers 
as a work Ang class victory, (Socialist Apneal, orvan of the British Trotskyites, 
Lppeh 1948) 


For the workers to pans this indirect avency of Stalinism means to line 
up with a force that is bringing death and destruction to the masses; tomorrow, 

it literally means wo Ting y tinct striling, for the right of the Soviet buro- 
cracy to Grain the last drop of sweat and ved from the s Lave laborers, the Stake 
hanoviteedriven oe vorkers, the agricultural slaves-- and to maintain the 

necessary milieu for the continued ie of the burocracy- capitalist explciun- 
SLonesh the ae: of the world, 


In the opnosing canp are to be found the adherents of canitalism as the 
"iosser evil" to Stelinism, The Shachtman Trots kyite Workers Party for example, 
"hailed" the victory of the German Social Democrrts at the same time that it 
recomnized them as the agents of German and international capitalism. (Nov. h, 
1916 issue of Labor Action, pe 4) 


On the issue of Trieste the (.P, anticipated the strategy of the imperial- 
ists, advocating that Trieste be given to Italy, thich they recognized as a 
Wretched anc unstrble bourgeois democracy." (Labor Action, December 9, 1946,n. 7) 


On the issue of Poland the Shachtnan groun sunported the bourgeois opposi- 
tion to Strlinism in the verson of iikolajezyk until he ran away to Sook haven 
with his inmerialist backers y whereupon it donouneed him for not being personally 
strons enough to support capitalism on the scene in Poland. This statement is 
nroved by the followine written before itikolajezyk escaped: 


"The politiccl line of the Marxists must, therefore, be one of critical sup~ 
port to the Mikolojezyk camp. (The New International, July 19h7,p. 138) 


In the very page before (p. 137) the Workers Party admitted "the predomi- 
nant character of the opn%sition is that of a . bour goois-democratic movement, 
mainly composed of neasants." (ify emphasis- °F oH. 


That these opportunist supporters of the immerialist camp knew what thoy 
were doing is shotm in the columns of the very same magazine for April, three 
months before,on page 110: 


"Ye affirm rather thet support of cither democratic capitalism or Stalinism in 
; pests VERS LSD 

2 wer means eeteyetae We the social forees josdaing humanity to the abysss of bar= 

barism." (hy cmphasis= T.F.H.) 


In April, 197 the ‘7.P. leadership stated categorically that supnort of 
democr-tic cwmitealism meant suport to the social forces leading to barbarism. 
In July, 197 the same lexdorship called for support to the same barbarism by 
advocating "critical suport" to the"bourgeois democratic" camp. 

Recognizing the self-cexposure vhey tried to justify thoir position by 
stating the following in the July 197 issue 


—20~ 


"Tt is a fact that tho Anglo-Saxon imperialism trics to take advantage oe 
the ibkoljczyk opposition for its own ends, but this do es not mean en ae 
workarepecsant opposition is 2 mere instrument of imperialism and se eS 
tho reactionary Polish bourgeoisie. The prolebtori.at also has the right oe 
take adventoge of the intur-imperinlist contradictions for its own ends without 


being bound to oithor imperialist camp." (ps LHO) 


beet exnoss of this position is inadvertently given by the ‘eP. in 
19h? issue of its woekly paper Lebor Action. By that time, Mik- 
escaped from Poland and flod to London.” It would have been Judicrous 
A any more os representative of an Independent opposition to Stalinism 
ANG soe Sis ln tact ine tho. Nov, Onwarticte A. Rudgiensur, the Folloa NOX 
mort" of ths WP. says thet "Plocing to exile, Mikolajezyk will have to submit 


#8 


naremptorily to the American and English baton in order to Geeiare oper siz om 


Svaliiom." 
Thus in this now Shachtmanitc position, Mr, Mikolajezyk is a took of 
Anovlo-American impsrinlism. But whet was he before? The W.P. reevaluation 1s 
ti iwainating: 
"iii kolejezyk tried to create a bridge in Poland between Russia and Anglo-Ameri- 
can tapitalism, The architect of this bridge wes to be the likolajczyk gove:~ - 
ment and the ressant movement; a democratic, vetty-bourgeois government, auto= 


norious, but friendly toward Russia, though more inclined to Anglo-American 
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capitalism.” (My éemphasis- T.F. 4.) 


By their own words are these opportunists exnosed. ‘hat is an independent 
i 


opposition? Apnarently one that combines the horrors and brutalities of both the 
imperialists and the Stalinists., “The WP. in effect said the following: 


Ssupnort ikikoljezyk who wants to turn you 


Workers and peasants of Poland! 
Stalinism] 


over to both imperiolism and S 
True to its line of supporting imperialism as the lesser evil to Stalinism, 
the Shachtmanite orphans abandoned by Mikolajezyk advocate the support of-the- RB. 
P.S. (Polish Socialist Party). (Labor Action, Nove 2h, 197). Let us quote Rud- 
a 


"The Socialist opyositionists belong in the main to the old P.P.S. dividing 
into those who supported the reformist Right ar the centrist Lef 


ee ee pen ee a a cee 


This is not our terminology. It is that of the Shachtmanites who adhere 
to the 1915 definition of refomrists 2s supnorters of cxpitealism, and centrists 
Aon Mabel Sate coke eer ndees nia ak S 
a 


as reformists in deed, revolutionists in words, 


Only a complete break with immcrialism and Stalinism ond all its supporting 
agencies can enable the vonguard workers to form 2 truly indenendent International 
that eon Jead the world to real socialist neacc, Such an International till break 
S away from netionclism in every form and will break them away from the 
left-handed support to the Stalinist buroerzey and to the bourgeoisie. 
ih 
a 
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support is also rendered through various political irs truments la~ 
Ce ai (A 2 hse be nye ~) 7 : = 
iniisy Party, Labor Party, and other opportunist peartics. 


F The creation of such an International is more indispensible than ever be- 

sore. lvory person who is conscious of thé imperntiveness of the task should join 

with us in working for the creation of the “orld Party that Will not equivocate or 

compromise but will unflinchingly march toward a world peace based on the founda 

tion of the world brotherhood of all the masses, froed from overy form of ‘2 

tation and oporession. : ; es 
Thomas F,. Harden 
April 1948 


AAV AY Any De AY Be LS 
BSN TTI IN rai} 


N THE BRITIS TROTSKYITES + 
4 ; x 


EIN eth SENN ENR ANE LY 
NWO aba SUSANNA Nae) UE a AY AS 


L 
t see 
>) 


ees 
WN 


TaPpim TO THE TLL.R.P. FROM ARTHUR PDIEST, LARCH 6, 1918 


el ee Te En HEATON LEE 
Liwas visiced by Heston Lee, a leading Britis! Trotsky 
ganiger of th eg taeda ny tionary Commi st Barty. It scoms 

S visit was < detornine what iy politica al. position was 
to win me for support to the #,C.P. 


san upon the question of the Trotskyist support of the 
i‘ nointed out that thoir slogan of "Labour To Power in 
ction and their subsequent policy of “certticel support" 
‘acy was a counter revolutionary position, Heaton bee re- 
>, considercd thet the Labour Government "nationalization 
rrassive" step because thay took the big industrial an- 
saplbalists< and (he hastily added) handed them over to 
whe line of the R.C.P. that the Labour Party "nation- 


bs 


Lavtion" rae a8 Vor ‘oeressive't lende a hand to tho deceptions of Attlec- 


Ths British Labour Government can not be likened to the government in 
Russia Guring the period of “dual power." The British Labour Government is 
the masked rule of the canibal tet closes) ~ Tho “bask of overthrowing imperialicin 


can not be separated from a revolutionary overthrow of the British Labour Go- 
vermont. The policy of clectioncoring for the Lebour Paruy pursucd. by wie 
Brrersh trotowite H.O.r, under the Slogan of “Uanour to PB aul and "erie. 
suymort" of the Lavour Government constituted diroct support to a capitalist 
fovernnc re. 


Loe defended the. line of Trotskyite support to the British 


St Suy put forward in ‘the’ "Socialist Apec eos British Trotskyite 

o1 G was the question of the January 19h8 issue which featured a 

fr Haro gruicie Dy Jock Haston, sccrovary or theok,C.P., om the new “oi t!! 
giezag o: the British C.P. Among other things, Haston stated: 


derable difference to 
nthe *comimie period, " 


eThies “change if seriously pursed, will make 4 cons: 
the struggle of the workers against the omployor re. 


h ; aes 
And again: 


2 GP. members-A.P.) best eg a ee will have a chance 
of © sxpression.. they will find themselves lined up with the Trotskyists." 


(Ipid.) 


After sointing out the F.C.P.'s sympathy and-solidarity for Pollitt and 
the C.P, in the face of the-Labour "Daily Herald" attack upon the C.P,'s new 
turn, and without once crowing obocrbion to the counter rovolutionary nature 

cape 


of Ste linicm and ite methoder ultra left to ultra right vigzags, the -articic 
concluded: \ 


ond Stalinists can 


i there are many issues upon which the Trotskyists 
Leht together..." (ibid. ) 


oO 


fight together. Let us unite whore we Can, ond 


Tt was pointed out to Heaton Lee that this line of the R.C.P. was the 
continuation of the basic attachment of Trotskyism to the Stalinist systom, 


to she 2 counter revolutionary force 
at times it carricd out a "progressive" role. 
Nepaareeaive” he could not sny. 
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Leon eas: ox tite Line Loo wee defending, there was tho Fobruary 
LO dseuc of the Socinlist Appeal which continued the policy of support to 


bulin organization: 


orusent conflict,. (for whatever motives ) 

5 workers ond stand to the left of ye 
bask of Socialists. 1s fbo havews eee front with the 
chip righ b> nahp-ol; the, Labour. Party. 


“hanevar the a ers of Stalinicm may be, they rececive Trotskyi te 


eumport. Trytaad of oxposing the countcr- rovolutLonez ry nature of the otalin- 

19% lott muret whe con anion ‘load the workers into the hungry grip of the 

Steliniet burocrats, the British Trotskyites supnort Stalinism Whatever the 
ia ae 


motives." The consciously counter revolutionary nature of the Staliniss dine 
1S “bh it: ehioTy “sonecaicd by the Trotakyite leaders. By ignoring the 
motives, th: Beitish workers have no. guide to test the sinecrity of the St 
13% ge nti re tie counter revolutionary intentions of the Stalinists buro- 
EPSuS. APCoNO wy. LKDOS ‘eae the British ond ,other tiorkerc yall be easy prey, for 
AN Ciumiienst | oi. eres VOTILUT 


a 
ox tin- 


‘dy 
A furthor a ' > illustration cf this Trotekyite line appears in the 
h 198 issue of the "Socialist Apponl" under the headline. "Capitalists 
ane Sd in Czechoslovakia." This article comments on th: recent cvents in 
Cuschoslovalcia as 


mii 


"Thais completes the nationalization of the means of production of the 
country wash thor oxcoption,of pabey ont< esi and constitutes an import- 
ant vi. tory for the working class." (i iy emphasise—aA. P. 


Siena casement mane pean 


After greeting the domination of ths Czechoslovakian workers by Stelin- 
y a 


aoe the cee ‘pre al. ee eimek rate urges "tromondous vigilance to guard 
and oxtond their oracibions : of workers ' democ racy." (Thia.) The 
Czech seers aro: advised to struggle “ageinst the "totelitarian vicc" whose 
ose naancy to porer in Czechoslovakia theo Trotskyistes had just hailed, 


Holger: eA of the recont British C.P. conference in the same issue of 
the Socialis Anpeal, an acknowl dement is made that the new left turn of the 


Gels Le. mos 5 tee LO Sera ie volutionary internotionalist policy." Hove 
over, the baste suppers of the R.C.P, to Stalinism is again declared: "Wo will 


stand’ togethor with bh. C.P, morbsrs in a united front on the daily demands of 
the working clags..<s'(+bid, } 


HR SPLIT IN THE P..P. 

é an discussion Heaton Lee admitted that the R.C.P. had recently split on 
the oucstion of "Thu Labour Party Tactic." It showld be noted that tho R.G.P, 
af boon Formed through tho citi aR ren of two groups vhich had conflicting 
opinions on this vory quostion. One group wes the old Revolutionary Socialis 
Page which had adopted the position of entry into the Labour Party while at 
vorkers Intornvbional I Qague had boon against this move, ‘The prosont split 
among tho British Trotskyit toS LS along these lines, me ae 


“hilo the R.G.P. is undoubtedly split upon the issue and both groups 


are cerrying out indcnundont ciivity, thoy do so bohind a sercen of unity 
Wet one party. The Sociatist Appsal for 1948 carries no news of the split 
at oxtert the TOO odd “tribors aru divided betwoon the two camps it 


and to wh 
Ls ineossiol>s to say at thia time, It is difficult to ascertain the strength 


c 
Ot the minority or even to astermine whether Lt isa "majority." The official 
dine is acainst ontry into the Labour Party. Tae "minority" believes 


tia tio. GC, P, showld bo Cleselved ad a party and that the momborship should 
ontor the Labour Party (the "Franch Turn!" all over agcin.) 
Attention was drawn to tho split in 190 in the Amcrican Trotskyite 


Party. <n ce Hesaten oe stated that he did not agree with the policy 

£ th: Gannonites in wroventing a successful conclusion of tho recent unity 
seoti ations with the Shachtrianites,. He admitted that the reason for the 
pole the fmriean Trotakyato camp was caused by “tho struggle for burocra= 
tis-eortrol of tha party butwosnm Cannon and Shachtman, and that Shachtman's 
diviercness: on the question of the role of the Sovict State "were not the 
Foal ‘roason 


Mate of ae nwToapy 
TWATOH LEG GI VES ADVISE 


Heston Loo pave it as his opinion thet, holding the political line: 
that I do, I would be best advised to nove closor to "those or riz otions 
whe sroincerest: te my-politie |. pos ace end. find anche! for myso.2 
within their organization, I belicve that Heaton Loe was putting forward a 
gonuln opinion when he spoke these words because thoy reveal his own buro-~ 
eretic itmimmor of sccking alliancos irrespoctive of how far apart political 
positions may bee | 


He stated that in his opinion thoxve was little difference between my 
political position and that of the cnarchists.:..He suggested that DT should 
work with them. 


Mi porte d cut that I disagreed with tho snarchists on basic political 
promisos-I s aks on Marsion princisics! oendcdialeetical<mate riolism; Licar 
concesive occasions where particips tion in bourgeois parlienonts is necessary; 
IT believe in x necd for building the revolutionary porty, I uphold the ne- 
cossity for a eee eeae sd prolebarion state. -On all. these quostions Lem 
noLOS apart from the onarchists, Heaton Loe stated that in his: opinion these 
VERE NOT ID PORTANT pie clon and shoul not prevent unity. 


I pointed out that on the contra Ys I considered ALL the cxi sting 
orparizations within the working class in Britain to bo opportunist, liy 
mein task £ assorted was to bo directed towards the formtion of 2 group in 
Brizvein te work for the formation of a Revolutionary Party directod against 
all opportunists, including the anarchists and the R.C.P. with its Honton Leos. 


Lec replicd that the correctness of a political line can only be gauged 
oo the omount of support received from the workers and as I had fniled to form 
2 group I must be wrong. I asked him if the Bolsheviks wore wrong when they 
did not reecive a suppor’ of the workers prior to November 1917. I asked hin 
if the Stclinists wore more "right" then the Trotskyites as they received 
greater support Hane the R.C.P. On these questions ho merely smilcd, 

CONCLUG TON 


es mene er 


wT surmed zp our discussion by drawing cttention again to the basic role 
of Trotskyism as a branch. of the Stalinist system, Leo oanswored this by asking 
"Tho else exposes “the Stalinists?! I replicd that Trotskyism only "“oxposcs" 
Stalinism as a cover for its basic support to the burocracy, Further, I quoted 
the I.L.P. tho Anarchists and the whole capitalist press as "exposers" of 


Stalin, Tris ho ADUITTID. 


ctly pointing ovt that 


deston Loo eoncluied our discussion by corre 
would “strike re ofi" 


hore was no besis for collaboration between us. He 


1 patkic ater 
T enswered that thore wes no possible basis for collabor: tion eee 
CAL View ~~ “ sv.» ees AR " i . se : qe ae e 

myself ond any opporbumist org? MUG bLOnN., Vay tosis — to struggle aget eee 
expose the opportunists. IJ roplicd that J didnot: “Strike ony WOrKC © Gs Paaty 
for conscious counter-revo- 


Viet!" pet that I considerod there wis livtle hope 
lutionary burocratse 
syle seas Hest siete set 
* Tri ROOTS OF 

During the Magi invesion of the Soviet Union the Stelin gang conducted 
the military defense under the benner "Derense of the Motherla nd! 5 the war 
ite Af was isbelled "The Greot Bela” War." Russian patriotis sm was the_ 
keynote of all the stolinist Proper ae and. today there is hardly a work 
rolling Gir ve Soviet presses “thay does not sustain the national sentiments 


which were aroused to the highest witch during the war. 


St-lin's whole educational system ie shot through with Russian navion- 
alicm because the youth represents 4. Le medium for inculcating the whole 
population with a given ideology. An exemple of the technical devices to 
achieve Ghis end is P Senin a Soview ted ‘book for teachers “by *B.P.* ane Nike 
Goncharov. Port ions have bsen tre ne roe i and issucd in the United States un- 
der tne title "I Want To Be Like Stalin. In it one reads: 


rhe Connie Ae was able to rally all the people of the Union in the 
struggle for the freedom and independence of the Motherland. During the 
Grout Patriotic Yar patriotism was manifested in extraordinary force, et 
national self-consciousness of the p BA grew, and the feeling of pride 
the powerful Soviet fatherland became oh ene Hence the task of paaaaren 
the younger generation in the spirit of Sov 2b patriotism has become ye 
mors respensible." (p. 37) : 


in a chapter "Por Our ed Mother Ls ind" Pedagogy takes up ths problem 
of "Development of patriotic sentiments in the child’ and SPOKE Behe Suge 
gestions: ‘ 


Ae is dimortant first of all to develop in children thet intimate Lec iene 
of love of family, of homé, of native village or city, and of natural sur 
roundings. 


"Recollections of childhood by some ve our best Rugsian writers can serve 
this purpose superbly; also literary descriptions of nature in the ieee 
of poots and in beautiful Russian AegeF The Russian eee have put into 
their folklore much love of the Russien shee Phrough the mediun bt ali 

6% treasures in the native toneug a conscious effort should be made to 
awaken end develop in children tho sacred feeling of love > NS 
(pe 53) 


a) cat Dial val ery ie e 4 
To a truc proletaria n revolutionist this Russi ian-patriotic propaganda is 
GN CaaS if . He a Bs ¢ : 8 Ses - JOB cs ane 
e sign of the reactions ry nowure cof Stain =anarn we systems Prolotarian 


for the Motherland." 


= 


revolutionary politics excludes national patriotism. . Due to the universal na- 
ture of oe ~roloterian eaucc, a Jeadcr of the working class must be a world 
re -volubtoinist. No verson who is imbued with notionalism can guide the struggic 
for socialism, By design or oe Such asperson is more concerned with the pro- 
blens confronting him on the national seale than with the fundamental problem 
of the world working class as a whole, The illusion that one can combine both 
nationalism and intornationclism within one policy dissolves inte thin air when 
the Eee is applied in aoastee 

The popular belief among the enti-Stoalin revolutionary workers is that 
the Russian Communist patriotic sontinents have been originated by the Stalin 
faction, an idea, incidontally, which we shared for ycars, However, an exe 
cursion into the history of Bolshevism disclosos who the originator of Russian 
proletarian pavionatlism really wase 


Prior to the War of 1914 Social Domocracy wore tho attire of internationa- 
lism, iWith the outbreak of the Wor, however, Social Democracy was compelled, due 
tGWuNe Lhenaincd navionalism of its scctions, to cast. aside its intornetional 
disguises and reveal itsclf as chauvinist and patriotic. <At-that time a Left 
Wing of Social Democracy led by Lenin broke awoy from the main body, denounced 
the leadership of the Sceond Intornational as "social chauvinist" and raised 
the slogan for the formation of an intornationlist international. 


Was this left tendency, however, free of the nationglist—-patriotic scnti- 
ment with which the whole Second International was imbued? A reply to this 
question can bo found in Lenin's .artiche "On the National Pride of thy Great 
Russians," published in Decombor, 191h, In eae We read phrases’ which 
sound strange, to speak mildly, coming from the pen of a declarcd intcrnationalist: 


tAre we enlightened Great-Russian prolesatarians impervious to the fecling of 
‘national pride? Certainly notd We love our language and our nothorland; We, 
more than any other group, are working to raise its laboring mosses (ices 
nine-tonths. of its population )te the Jove ‘of intelligent domocrats and Soe 
Cialists. We, mor2 that anybody, are gricved to-sce and fecl to what vio-~ 
lonee, opnression and nockery our beautiful motherland is bcing ‘subjected by. 
the “cee hangmen, the nobles and the capitalists. (Col. “orks, Vol, XV111 
Pe 100 


Those are nationclist, patriotic words expressing a decp-rooted Groat—Rus- 
Sian sonti iont, not yrolvtarian world revol iaens A Russinn proletarian nationa- 
list loves Russia 2nd the Russinn language; a German loves Gemany, an English- 
ale England, but a proletarian world POVanneoni st loves the whole carth, as 
nants home and as boloncine to those who work but which is dominated by a small 
privileced portion of the human race. A prolctarian world revolutionist docs 
not, hold 4 certain Tanguage dear to him on national grounds. Language is an 
instrument for conveying thought, and any language is all right if it performs 
this function, 


The Stalin gang lcans heavily on Lenin's authority to disseminate Russiane 
patriotic propaganda. In podseoey the Stalam ourocravs say: 'Pupid somusie be= 
come acquainted with the=erent past of tour botheriand which fills the vorkers, of 
our country ven rridce Lenin a his work on-The National Fride of the Great 
Russians wrote is tho fecling of national pride alion to usis USSLANS , 
senscfote prototark ans? Gertainly noti We love our Language and. our notherland.," 
CUC. 


It is obvious that Lenin's thoughts wore permeated with Russian proletarian 
nationalism, The leaders of the Bolshovik Party always claired to be intornationa- 
lists, but they always emphasized their Russian character, Thus Zinovicv gave 


ee 


the following ceseription of Lenin: 


; i i He twos ee 
"Lenin was erent both as a ftussian and a world revolutionarye «Ae ny 
Woah WES ‘ und faye ils fod wig ~! + z 2 7 " A vay rs S ra 
eS rae toe He was. the enbodinent of ftussine He knew ond felt Nuss ee 
Ay V LO) i @ ’ WV. we te = 5 aa cit, ied 
Desrite the ears of exile and life cs an emigrant, this person bret 
pees ueSsia rosidine in Krekow, about six miles froin the Russian border, 
J. ut J-.@ ee -. 4 + we 3 at bs bed Sel Oi { Pere > 7 On i ial Koeevel NB) Pall JEP 
a ens BEL took » trip “eros iG. Ghiateanuaone hal Bev & he: every blade of 
72 0 +, + VIA AWA a 
The very essence of his life was Russiz, he felt sola, ne re i C M (‘tho 
grass on the Russian road, he was Russicn to the marroy of his bones. ne 
Communist International, Jubilee Number.p..13) 
: . r s comncred with the 
7 jnat, “TAS Dero iCVa enallete Supe HORE MALO OUR Se Muese 4 ae alae as CORED I AG eae eel 
air acrose tne frontier? LEvidently to 2 Great "tuseian DHUELO ty tiie, oak WO Lemire 


Nbonutiful mothorland" contvined somethine no other air in the world possesccd. 
Neturally no proenetionalist policy can lerd to Sociclism, Lenin could — 

guide -hinself oither py the intsrests of a nation-l or san internationst Eevolyersee 

in 2c ouade prices. ce ‘he division was introduced ond the policy of the Ore ee ae 

Par wy Ag pe ear os nore ond more patontly as a Russian policy, The Bres 2 

Ditovsk Peace négotiations with the Kiser Government in 1918 revolved around the 

ic fF sceuring peace for Russia, nob the intern-tional proletrriat. Lenin said 

e528 on Pences ee m che one gide there will te the bourgeois system 

a strife between two coalitions of confessed plunderers, 2nd on the 

A pocanlise Sovyiey nenublic. Jive in ponce.,! 


sty @ 


Foltowine the Brest Peesea. the Lenin Government sought to cstablish peace 
tpeas With The (e2pitAlied, cOuntrics. a6. Ti Sid to RVSSi4an PpeCcovery.” “aro erie 
out of this policy one the stertline vropossl which the Soviet Commisser Chi- 
Cherin siunia sc to, the ampeririist conforonce oes in Genoa in 1922, ‘The Con- 
ference had been exiled for the purposes of fincing weys ond means of r2construc- 
pa 


FL Ath 
tine the shotterod capitalist economy of aancne® and Chicherin,.in announcing the 
atm of the Sovict Delegation, lig nC PORES 

MPircu or ol, Jt. dcems 1 nocossomy, bo dociarce tint 1% has orraveo pera 1 

tne intersscs cf perce snd the gonerel reestablist iment of the economy of Eurone 

shatteréd by the lone wor ond the post-war politics.” (: : 

Conferonde, Russe,pe 78 My Emphasis- G.h.) 

the idca-o1 restoring. the international Gap ualiss economy was not born 

Enotes, hoseor cay ace Lenin, who vic-.ed the vorld situation from the angle 
CL tne ee dee f Russia, cctuslly offered a plan t6 the imcorialists to aid 
in the eee of enpitalism in exchange for trade with the world bourgeoisic. 
In a soon to the sscretarivs of the lioscow section of the Bolshevik party, he 


S stated: 


"Tf you carefully ‘rand the decroe on concessions of November 23 again and 
BoA you will see that wo stress: the di eo EURO E OL tke world sed ke and 
we do So intentionally, This is undoubtediy a correct standpoint. In order 


to restore world cconomy, Russian row materinl must be utilized. You cannot 
gat le acts utilizing thom== that is cconomically true. This is adnite 
Seri xy the murcst bourgeois who studios oconomy nnd rogards things from 2 
mre pourgcois point of view, This is admitted by Keynes, who wrote the 

ook The Zeononi Sequonees of the Pa 2 ry ‘ a8 a 
ale ovor See egeansy de dy ettes. ea caer ee et Be ae 

as aurope os a finanei 2! SO 3 roihe reson 2 % there h-s proved 

to be vory Tittlo raw matorinls available in the world, thoy hoving been dis~ 
cae ed in the war, He sys they must rely on Russi, e ea Russia now cores 

forwerd anc declares to the world: We vndertrke to rostore international ccono- 
pt nere is our plane" (Selected Yorks, Vol. V111, Be 291) 


aly Me 


Ienin was oware, of course, that the sentiment within the capitalist 
world was ante Coes tic toward the Bolsheviks, but he counted on the sympathy 
of a "sonsible" section of the bourgeoisie, the capitalists who understood that 
a Bolshevik pian’ for the restoration of their cconomy was something altogether 
different from o. plan of arousing the masses for the overthrow of their form of 
economy, Lenin know that such a ‘plon, advanced by the Bolshevik leadership, 
would sccure the support of petty bourgeois clements: 


"During this period the Soviet powcr has grown stronzer; and not only has it 
grown stronger, but it comes forward with a plan for the restoration of the 
whole world economy, The rehabilitation of international economy with a plan 

electrification rests on a scientifically correct basis. With our plan we 
shall most cortainly attract tho sympcthy not only of the workers but also of 
Sonsible caonitalists, irrespective of the fact that for them we are 'these 
terrible Bolshevik terrorists,! and so forth. Our cconomic plan is therefore 
a corrcet one, and when they read this plan, the whole petty bourgeois demo- 
cracy wil]. waver to our sido; for the imperialists have already fallen out 
among themselves, while hore. a plan is boing put forward to which the cngi- 
nscrs ad tho economists can have nothing to object. We are passing to the 
realm of cconomy and are proposing a positive constructive programme to the 
whole world." (Tbhid,) 


Why did Lenin introduce the program of stabilizing world capitalism? 
Obviously ho was prormted purely by the dosire to strengthen tha cconomy of 
Russia, Yot a closer oxamination of this policy shows that at bottom Lenin was 
moved 2 his ©xcessivotiove: for Russia, for our henwhiful: mothoriand."( sin 
191l, living in Switzerland, Lenin regarded the Bolsheviks, supposedly inter- 
nationwlist in thoir outlnok, as "roprescentatives of a great nation of Eastern 
Lurope and a goodly portion of Asia"—~- how much more did he think so after he 
assuncd power] 

We see that Lenin adjusted the interests of the world prolctariat to the 
intcrusts of Russia and not the other way around, and procccding on this basis 

2 was ready to pull the international bourgeoisie out of economic collapse pro= 
vided this corresponded to the simultancous strengthening of Russian economy. 


The state headed by Lenin was .rogarded-as coe in character, the 
property, so to speak, of the world proletariat. But it is a mattor of record 
that the personnel of the Soviet government was dravm from Sore born only in 
tho old Russian Empirc, There was not a single Nogro, Chinese, American, French- 
man, or any other menbor of some "forcign" Communist Party in the ruling circlos 
of Soviet Russia, In the Communist International there was established a dividing 
line separating the Russian Communist Party, as a ruling party, from all tho 
others, This situation was unwittingly accepted by the revolutionary workers 
who were not conscious of’the fact that the purcly Russian Party rule was a 
manifestation of the nationalism of the Russian leaders, 


Truc intornationalists must strive tq create one united whole out of all 
countries, to organize the world cconomy under the control of the working class 
and to raiso the material well being of oll the toilors throughout the globe, 

A nationalist, however, thinks in t zrms of placing the country which he, for 
Pies roasons, imagines to be botter than all the others, in advances of all 
ths othars, Tho Stalin gang upon introducing the first five ycar plan of ccono- 
mic expansion raised the slogan to catch up with and overtake the advancod capi- 
talist countries, This slogan was contrary to the idea of international prolco- 
tarian revolution. It meant placing Russia on a competitive basis with capiteal- 
ism under. the deccptive sign of building socialism in the country, The sonti- 
ment behind the whole affair was Great Russian nationalism, 


When one digs down to the source of the Great Russian nationalist idea 


of catehing up and overtaking the advanced alah ee counsr bara onoe Son aa 

p ca > i) = E 2 ‘ 

Tao ics guns y le short while before the Bolshe 

that it too was introdnaad by Lenin a . : 
powlre Jn the work "The Throntoning Catastrophe scien Bagh ol Cereal ie. 
aS Gd ehemene ole “re javen ad S not along the line o: © ernauL 
osed the problem of rejuvunsving Russia, ong a : 
a nrolutarian overthrow oF capitelism but by kevping that w untxy anes ora 
cavitalist countrius as a separate notional entity. He recalled the example 


the Frsnch Revolutions 


ine example of Frenee tells us one thing and one only: to make Russia Sar 
ble of defending herself, to achicve 'arvels' of mass heroism hore, ad 

tho old nust be swept away with 'Jacobin' ruthlessness, Russia must be 
rejuvenated, regoncorated cconomicallyesce’ 


"Duc to the revolution, Russia, in its political structure, has caught up 
with tho advanced countrivs in the course of a rew months. 


"But this is not onough. War is implacable; it puts the question With 
morciloss sharpness: oither overtake the advanced countrics and surpass 
thon nlso economically, or perish." (Col. Works. Vol. XX1 Book 1 ppe 21h, 216) 


‘ 
Needless to arguc, a revolution in the rest of the world would leave 
Nussie far behind in tho first stages of Socialist reconstruction of world 
economy, Therofore, when Lenin spake of surpassing all other countries cecono- 
mically he implied a continucad coexistence of Bolshevik Russia and world Capi- 
telism, Thus wo see, in the final snalysis, thoteLenin and the rest of the 
Bolshevik leadership were Russian both in fecling and policy, that as such 
the October Revolution unfolded not along the path of establishing one united 
orolcotarian state but along the road of preservation of multi-Statism:s a 
Union of Socialist Sovict Republics® on the one hand and a large group of bour-~ 
goois Statcs on the other. This.is the political basis of Stalinist polzeres 
today. 


i 
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The present regime in Russie is a brutal burocrxtic dictatorship of the 
leaders of the Russian Communist Party headed by Stalin. In completo personal 
control of the cconomic and political life of the country, Stalin oxercises 
his iron rule thrsugh a system of appointing officials who subordinste thome 
selves te him unconditionally and absolutely. This system is the vory basis 
and method of his power, It is in the interosts of the workors to ascortcin a 
what ee in the history of the state, which was scot up by Lenin and Trotsky 
in 1917, Stalin bocane a burocratic dictator, Evory worker who is fomtliar 
with Bolshevik litorature knows that tho policy of administering the State 
through a system of appointments was contrary to the Language and Spirit of the 
pro-October agitation of the Bolshovik Party, In his work State and Revolution 
written in August 1917, Lenin said: Rea oF Cle. oO Paice Wan 


"D1 officiels, without axception, clected and subject to recall at any time 

their salaries reduced to the level of tworknon's wages',= these simple an 4 

'sulf-cvident! measuros, while completely uniting the interests of tho workers 

and the majority of the peasants, at the sane time serve as the bridge between 

capitalism and socialism." 
. 


_ , Noturally a complete about faee on so vital a question as cloction of 
officials could not but produce the opposite results fron those promised to 
the masses before October. That tho systen of appolatments is a pcrnicious 


oe 


systomn loading to autecracy was clearly recognized by Lenin in May 1917: 


"Oho ideasthat Tteis nocessnry to “euidc" through officials "appointed" 
from above 1s, 2b bottom, £4 sc, undenocratic, autocratic, or it is a 
PLS or adventurss sbagele twas fully right amon, criticizing ih 1091 
the nroposed programme of the German Social Democracy who had become badly 
infected with burocratisn, he insistently demanded that there be no supor- 
vision from above over local self-governnent, Engels was right when he 
roferrod to the experience of France, which, though governed betywen the 
years 1792 and 1798 by local elective bodics without any supervision fron 
above, wos, instead of falling apart, instead of !disintograting, ! cage 
sneth thro ugh denocratic consolidation and organization." (Col. Works 
Vol, pee Book 2 9 Pe nu 


Lenin then pointed to a period of French history whcn the country wes 
confronted by the military might of all tho big powers of Burope, and was on- 
oroelled’ in aoe ad civil war, as well. In his 1917 writings Lenin rejected 
even 2 hint at a policy of osteblishing a government based on the reactionary 
principle of appointing officials 


“It is generally believed that the pernicious system which invariably 
corrupts hoth the appointeus and the men who appoint then was instituted by 
Stalin. This bclicf is not berne out by historical records. On Nay 31,-1918, 
GHG Soviet of People's Comzissars, vresided over by Lanin, issued a deerec which 
unqucstioncply marks a significant stage in the carly burocratic corruntion of 


my 


stalin and other leaders of tho Soviet reginc, The decrce roads 
"31 of May. 1918 


Niiembor<of tho Sovict of Poonloe's Commissar y | the People's Commissar Joseph 
Vissarianovich Stalin is appointed by the Soviet of People's Conmissars as 
the general supervisor of the problem of supply in the South of Russia, with 
oxtroordinary rights, The local ond regional SOVMALCORS y Sovict departnents, 
Revoluticnery Comuittecs, Staffs and commanders of military detachticonts , 
railroad organizations and station masters, the organizations of the ner- 
chant t1c0t, 2iver, and marine, HOSEL Off Leovand tolegraph ond supply organi- 
gations, all corzissars and cmntissars arc obligated to carry out the orders 
of Comrade Stalin, 

Chairman of tho People's Commissars, V. Ulienov (Lenin) 

Director of the Sovict. Affairs, Vlad. Bonch-Bruevich" 


If Stalin was invested vith unlinitcd dictatorial powers in the entire 
south of Russia held by the Bolsheviks, can it. be. said thet the Sovict of Poo- 
ple's Commissars, the supreme Governnont organ, pursucd 2 proletarianedomocra- 
tic policy? Certainly not! The Bolshevik policy was one -.of transforming 
Party leaders into despotic functionorics of the State as the above decree il- 
lustrated, In such cireunstances not aie workers. but-cven Lesscr- offietals 
were hamstrung and had no choice but to submit to "Comrade" Stalin's absolute 
authority, 


We sce that Lenin abandoned the simple proletarian domocratic idea of 
electing ell officials without exception, An appointnent of the nature con 
taincd in fhe Decroc of Li¢y 31, 1918 could not but pronote a burocratic dicta- 
torial devclopricnt. 


seg workers who followed the Bolshevik Party in 1917 and overthrow the 
Russi enpitalists and landlords naturally took for granted that the Bolshevik 
eae WOUl@ Milt td fvaoin prolctarian democratic plcdges. When these leaders 
secured the posts of power and promptly sot aside the promises of clecting all 
officials and carricd out the line of appointments, the most advanced workers 
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in the Porty and mony lessor leaders objected very stronucusly. In March 1918 
there weoloped 4)furisus internet etuycelo against the Governnont'!s decrees 
gave Clotetertal powers to individucl officials. Benin took cognizance 
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thet 2s a around the recent decree on sianagernont of 


which srents individual leaders dictatorial powers 
sracteristice" ("Tnnediate Tasks of the Sovict 


Whe strugele 
Cre. fad Ly og ete Gre 
(or Sunlinited ae ea is ch 


Government" lsrch-Anril 1918) 


The Lonin-Trotsky rogins carly aftcr the seizure of pover instituted not 
an olcvetive system in the managenent of railways and other industries but an 
Movokntive synton vith virtuclly unlinited dictatorial powers of the aprointeod 
puroerzte, That this dovelopnent was in contradiction with the principles of 
proletarian revolution, Was quite obviouse But cee contrary to his oxpressed 


position of 3917 on this matter, took an opposite 


"Tho question has becone onc of really enormous significance: first, the 
Quostion-ofeprincipie, viz. is the appointment’ of individual y nersons, dice 
btators with unlinited powers, in gencrnl compatible with the eee aziontal 
principles of Sovict Government?" And after recounting a number of arguments 
in favor of the systen' he coneluded: Nonee, Ligro +s absolutely no contra- 
dictizomin principles botwoon Sovict (1.0. Socialis st) denocracy and the cxis~ 
tone of dictatorial powers by individual persons," (Sel. Works, Vol. Vil p. 


31) 


.The renctionary system of appointing officials, ond with unli.ited dicta- 
torial powers at that, was instituted throughout tho cntire: territory of the 
O0vict Stats. In reply to the bitter clamor among the party membership, Lenin 
decrared atthe Ninth Party Conerouss 


Mi lethese outcrios: against apocinta Re all this old and dangerous rubbish 
wien finds: Ltoeway into resolucions and conversations’ must be swept aside," 
Sol, Mhovkeso Vel, VEL eh 92) 


Tad le Stalin and other dictators appointed by the Lonin-Trotsky regime 
Were sweeping aside every concrete attompt on the part of the workors to intro- 
duce rate tarian democracy, the head of the Government was demanding that oven 
the protest ageinst the systen of oppointed dictators should be stopped. 


The Comintern burocrats have been canturing millions of workers throuche 
out the world’ by tolling thelr victins that the srusunt Russian regimo is run 
by tac morkors anc Le founced on workers denocracy. The Trotsky burocrats, 

OL tie -orthedoxs. oc well asthe anta- Cannan persucsion ane boen capturing 
thousands of ths more advanced workers by poddling the s bory what under the 
Linin-Trotsky repims the Russian masses enjovod workers do cnocracy. ‘To 

Trotsky ths systen of pean officials 3, Which Lenin and he institutéd in 
mediately upon ascuaption : af mower, was a normal condition of "Sovict democrzcy." 
It beeame burocratic, on Trots ae nolitical calendar only when Stalin out- 
strinped hiv. in powar, Then Trotsky could not oxercise the "aonocratic" proro- 
gatives he enjoyod when he had stood a Step higher than the moro fortunate 
clinbor, Stalin. Hore is Trotsky's tostimony to the offcet that ho rvearded the 
systen of Seen nap dictators os a fairly correct method of Sovict Botan 
tions ene Lenin 8 poriod the lino was drroct." (Bullotun Onpositsii —* 
hifi ifn nm on : 3 2 

Mov e=Dec. 1929 pe9} And again: 


Wy DPE Cer c aad ar) 

Unasr Quon oor Loss noérriel Party ‘and ‘State TOPIMNG, Such as proveiled 
durine the first neriod after the October Revolution ee 1922), the 
tendency I ropresont would be able to find normal and Legal channels of 
oxpression within the framework of Pa Poy Aso " : 

: rar arty ond Soviet Denoeracy." (Tho Gase 
Of hoon Trotsky, De 269) pea SEES 

(Continued on p, 33) 
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Historically the present Trotsky tendency originated in the Soviet 
Union in the Autumn of 1923 when the ruling Trio~ Stalin, Zino7iev and Kamenev 
unfolded a secret cammaign to undermine Trotsky, Today it is generally accepted 
among anti-Stislin advanced workers that in that period Trotsky opened a struggle 
-in the Bolshevik Party for the cradication of burocratism and the system of ap- 
vointments and for the introduction of workers democracy in the Party and State 
institutions, Indoed, the political and organizational structure of the prescnt~ 
day Trotsky movement, which includes various allicd and branch currents such as 
those represented by Shachtman and Ochler, rests on this alleged historical 
rock of Gibraltsr of 1923, 


An objective investigation of the testimony furnished by no less an 
authority in the Trotsky movement than Trotsky himself sheds light on this 1923 
tradition and brings out the true character of his line toward Stalin, Zinvoicv 
and Kamenev, One of the best sources of information on the question is Trotsky's 
auto=-biosranhy. In it we find that the Stalin ring had been carrying on an in- 
trigue against Trotsky as carly as 1918-1919, (pp.l36=l:50) that by the second 
half of 1922 buroeratic corruption promulgated by the organizational department 
headed by Stalin had reached frightful proportions, and that Lenin, though sc- 
riously ill, proposed to Trotsky a bloc for the struggle to remove Stalin from 
power. (pp. 1y70=1:88) « 


As wo study the records left by Trotsky we see a picture that no amount 
of lying can change or crasc. Lenin was preparing to shatter Stalin politically 
anid organizationally, and chose the apnrnaching Twelfth Party Congress as the 
battleficld, However, about a month before the Congress, on March 9, 1923 he 
suffercd a stroke. At the Congress, Trotsky, according to his own testimony, 
not only did not come forth with a struggle against the head burocrat of the 
Party but actually turned over the leadership of the Congress to the Trio, 

(pp. 409-90). As a matter of record (Stenogranhic Report of the Congress and 
the official Party press) all the resolutions of the Congress, which were drawn 
up under the supervision of the Trio, were adopted unanimously, There was not a 
single abstention, 


As we continue examining that period we sec that though Trotsky did not 
fulfill the anti-Stalin agreement with Lenin and carried out instead the policy 
he had conveyed to a representative of the Stalin ring "I am against romoving 
Stalin" (p. 1186), the chicf burocrat and his partners unfolded a secret drive to 
tear down Trotsky. Roacting to this intriguc, Trotsky, in a socret letter 
complained of the monstrous growth of burocratism but omitted all rofcrence to 
the obvious remedy of removing Stalin and overy other Party burocrat and cstab= 
lishing workers democracy as promiscd to the masses in 1917, Parts of this letter 
were later revoaled by Max Eastman and many years after that by Trotsky himself, 
Officially, however, Trotsky maintained complete silence both about the burocra~ 
tism of the entire party leaders and about the Trio's intriguc against him, 


On October 15, 1923 a group of Trotsky supporters, callod the Moscow Op- 
position, sent a secret message to the Stalin Central Committce stressing the 
neod of workers' domocracy, but leaving out the issue of the removal of Stalin, 
his staff and all the burocracy, The Stalin clique, profiting greatly by this 
anbdiguous line of Trotsky and the Ovnosition started a discussion on-:workers!' demo- 
eracy in the official press, and under the cover of this discussion brought the 
attack on Trotsky into the open, At this time Trotsky officially stood apart from 
the Moscow Opposition and adopted a tactic of issuing a united resolution on 
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adherents and himself, During the Party ¢ ’ ogc sens 

bra; j 5 i by me. The Party membership too 
Preobrajensky introduced a resolution of its oWns est sabe bial 
j 4 esclutions nean a wide divergence of views bevtw 
introduction of separate resolutions to mea \ 3 ft re 
the raling Trio and the Opposition, and because the Trio conducted 2 ee ee 
paign against Trotsky, the revolutionary workers saw him as the head an e pe 


sonification of the struggle against burocratisme 


By 1925 Stalin had not only succeeded in elbowing Trotsky from power bus 
began to undermine his original partners in the Tr1d. Zinoviev and Kameneve e 
actual ousting of these two former allics of Stalin from power occurred at the 
Fourteenth Congress of the Party in Dec, 1925, and in the Spring of 1926 Zinoviev 
and Kamenov, in thcir new capacity of "oppositionists" formed a bloc with Trotskye 


Owing to their previous role as the foremost persecutors against the — 
Trotsky Opposition, Zinoviev and Kamenev now found themselves in a very difficult 
position, The Stalin clique very effectively cited their writings of 1923-5 in 
woich they lied ateut Trotsky's supposed underestimation of the peasantry and 
ebout Trotsky representing a variety of Menshevism, These writings constituted 
ea powerful weapon in Stalin's hands against both Trotsky and Trotsky's new allies, 
Tho reply which Zinovicv, Kamenev and Trotsky gave to the Stalin gang adequately 
establishes the true attitude of Trotsky toward his "fight" of 1923 and leaves 
no room for doubt as to whether the Trotsky movement stands on a historical Rock 
of Gibralter or on a sheerest mythe In September 1927 the Opposition Bloc pre- 
sented to the Central Committee a platform called The Real Situation in Russia. 
In this document the leaders of the Opposition decTared that the 1923 ‘différcne 
ces", which had becn pictured as Trotsky's struggle against burocratism had now 
in 1927, lost their significance]: 


"Ye note as unfair fighting, the attempt of the Stalin group to distract at~ 
tention from the views of the Opnosition, as expounded in the present platform, 
by roferenocs to earlier disagreements between the groups existing in 1923 and 
1925, These disagreements have now lost their significance." ( pe 182) 


What then was that "fight" in 1923 all about if, with Stalin more in con- 
trol than ever, that "fight no longer had any significance} What of the serics 
of articles, the so-called "New Course", which Trotsky had written in 1923 and 
which, without touching upon the concrete burocratism of Stalin, Zinoviev and 
Kamenev, spoke, in abstract, on the subject of workers’ democracy? It turned Out, 
according to the 1927 Platform, that Trotsky had exaggerated and erred, and so 
had Zinoviev and Kamenev and, by implication, Stalin: 


"These disagreemonts have now lost their significance. The mistagkes and 
exaggerations committed by both groups of Bolsheviks in the dispute of 1923= 
2h, as a result pf o series of obscurities in the state of affairs in the 
perty and in the country, are now corrected, and offer no obstacle to a hearty 
cooperstion in the struggle against opportunism for Leninisme" (Ibid, ) 


Thus, what Trotsky and his aides later presented as his big f3 agai 
the Stalin burocracy in 1923, had been nie canes ond exaeneweeoneteeen eee aibes 
obscuritics-- so said the Platform of the Opposition. \By 1927, the past mistakes 
committcd by both sides had been corrected) However, a further insight into the 
"mistakes", the "exaggerotions" and "obscurities of 1923 is given by Trotsky with 
his revel-tion of the admission made by Zinoviev that the wholc 1923/192h anti- 
Trotsky offair had beén cooked uv by the frio--primorily by Zinoviex in order to 
tear Trotsky down and entrench the Trio more firmly in power. Trotsky records a 
conversation among the Oppositionists after he nnd Zinoviey had formed a bloc: 


174 10 | 13 saids 
ean IEY in his turn said: 'You must keep the circumstancos in mind, You must 
understand it was a struggle for power, The trick was to string together old 
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dissgrecmonts with new issucs, Por this purpose "Trotskyism wns invented," 
(®he Stalin School of Falsification by Leon Trotsky pe 92) 


This dishonest game on tho part of Zinoviov in 1923=) Trotsky agreed to 
describe in the 1927 Platform as "mistakes" ond "oxaggcrations," 


A irord about the methods of Trotsky's apologists. The Platform was trans- 
Inted into English by Mox Enstmon, A dovout Trotskyist ot the time, Eastman took 
the liberty of placing the glaringly revealing paragraph in brackets, to give iv 
the sir of nimportance, As a motter of fact, ho actually asked the reader to 
ignore it on the ground that it ropresented a concession on Trotsky's part to 
the ousted members ef the former ruling Trio. In a note Eastman said: “The para- 
grvph in breckstz should bo ignored by those who want to know Trotsky's thought. 
& Was inserted in the Platform at tho instance of Zinoviov and’ Kemonev and their 
followsrs, who fought against Trotsky with Stalin in 1923 ond 1925," 


The implicxtion is that Trotsky did not réally belicve what he said-in 
whe Platform but that he inserted this raragraph to clear the way for the for- 
mation of the Trotsky-ZinovicveKemonev blo¢. Indeed, Eastman virtually says as 
much oman he calls Trotsky's unpringiplod act a “minor concussion": 


"Trotsky made this and some other minor concessions in gaining their adherence 
to his pletform, 

Mines Gots, Oo; course, thet the issues in this struggbe hove bocngfundi= 
Menceliyeths Sans since Lonin's departurs from political life in 1923.. The 
Opposition surrounding Trotsky made no mistekes im vrinciplo--and least of 

all any “exoggorntions"~- in 1923-2)", (The Roal Situation in Russia p. 181) 


The reader i5 confronted with the choice of cither rogarding the state- 
ment in ths Platform about exaggerations as a lic or Trotsky's fight of 1923-2) 
as myth, Ths truth, which is quite ascarteinable through Trotsky's ow records , 
is thet the disagrsomonts of 1923 nover had any basic political significance in- 
sofar as the issuc of burocratism was conecrned, Although the policy of the Trio 
was an unscrupulons "theoretical" attack non Trotsky, his line clways consisted 
of attempts to mako poace with Stolin by dereoing to suppress Lenin's letters ond 
covering up for Stalin ot every turn. He protected Stalin by denouncing Eastman 
for publishing Lefin'ts Tostancnt in which Lonin laid down the line to remove 
otatin, Up to his very expulsion, Troteky's line os expressly stated in his 
Platiormm wos: unity wath Stalin and his faction: “Our task is to tresirve the 
unity of the Party at all costs." (Ibid. pe. 125-6.) This was Trotsky's consistent 
ling, and no amount of lying by his sycophants can change this frct. 
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(Continucd from page 30) stalin A Dictator Ih 1918 
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It is this system of dictators with virtunlly unlimited powers which, the 
Joadcrs of the Holshevik Party planted: in Russia in-fiagrant disregard of thoir 
own pledgcs in 1917, That systom, finally crystalliacd into the regime of ONE 
dictator, The story which Trotsky introduced after losing power, that the Sovict 
regime had degonerated, is fabricated out of the ahole cloth, It never dogoncra- 
ted because it never wos a honlthy regime, It was burocratic from the moment it 
saw tho light of day, and tho knowledge of this posee the problom of closely ox- 
omining the true nature of the leadership which introduced this discaeed regime, 
Be it remembered that as early as the Civil War, not only Stalin butall the 
other high leaders had virtually unlimited burocratic power. ‘Trotsky, testifies 
for himself;"During the war I had practically unlimited power." (My Life, p.467) 
The revolutioary task of tho workers is to oxposo tho mytis about tho origin 


of tho baurocratic regimo in Bolshovik Russian. 
Gee 
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